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out, in dealing with the British health
scheme ¥ was not referring to costs or
percentages at =211, I merely said that it
was-such a wonderful scheme, that the
people would not tolerate Governmental
interference with it. .

The other point I mentione@ was the
question of the trainee teachers in West-
ern Australia who are penalised on get-
ting married, and who have to pay a fine.
I also referred to the fact that the Uni-
versity was set up as a national free uni-
versity and should be regarded as such.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): What are the words about which
the honourable member is complaining?
‘The honourable member seems to be com-
plaining about the Minister’s speech.

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: I am.
The Minister was trying to vindicate the
Government’s action with regard to uni-
versity fees. 1 spoke about the increased
fees and said that our University was a
free mﬁiversity. and it should be regarded
as such.

Point of Order

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do think
this is very irregular, Mr. President. I
find myself in the position of getting

copies of speeches made by members. I

read them, and place a certain construc-
tion on them; and reply along those lines.
If T am wrong in the impression I have
gained there are other opportunities while
Parliament is in session for members to
correct that impression. Standing Orders
provide that an exzplanation can be made
in coniradiction of someone else's speech.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Di-
ver): Standing Order 385 provides—

A member who has spoken to a
question may again be heard to ex-
plain himself in regard to some
material part of his speech which
has been misquoted or misunderstood,
but shall not introduce any new
matter, or interrupt any member in
possession of the Chair, and no
debatable matter shall be brought
forward or debate arise upon such
explanation.

That thoroughly covers the position.
Debate on Motion Resumed

Question pui and passed:; the Address-
in-Reply thus adopted.

Presentatwn to the Lieulenant-Governor
and Administrator

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Subur-
ban—Minister for Mines) [56 pm.]: I
move—

That, the Address-in-Reply be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Lieuten-
ant-Governor and Administrator by
the President and such members as
may desire to accompany him.

Question put and. passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

‘BILLS (4)—INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING
1. Dividing Fences Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by The
Hon. L. A. Logan (Minister for

Local Government), and read a
first time.

2. Mines Regulation Act Amendment
Bill,
Bill introduced, on motion by The
Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines), and read a first fime.

3. Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-
ance) Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by The
Hon. L. A. Logan (Minister for
Local Government), and read a
first time.

4, Coal Miners’ Welfare Act Amendment
Bill,

Bill introduced, on motion by The
Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines), and read a first time.

House adjourned at 5.9 p.m.

|

#egislative Assembly

Thursday, the 24th August, 1961
CONTENTS

VICTORIA PARK BY-ELECTION—

Liberal Party Pamphlet Personal Ex-
planations - . . Dt

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE—

Alvan House and McDonald House—
Availability of Alvan House to Katakutu
Committee - %
Handing Over lo Church of Englnml %
Cloverdale Infants’ School :  Additional
Classrooms .
Collis Coal and Fual ohl s
Houses ...
Electoral Districts Act: Tabllng of Fall
Court Judgment on Proclamation Issue
Fly-Proof Screens : Government Subsidy
to Parents and Citlzens® Assoclations ...
Gascoyne River Pilot Water Scheme :
Postion of Planiers With Private Wells
Goomalling School :  Cooling Unit for
Drinking Water ..
" Traffic

Pagi

&

“Use in Poviéi:

Holena Stireet, deland Junetion :
Flow and Warnipg Signals

Moora Junior High School—
Draining and Filling of Grounds
Quarters for Head Teacher ...
Mt. Many Peaks Coast Road: Formatlon,
Sealing, and Bituminisation ...

Police Station Gaols: Adm]sslons and
Departmental Cost

88 8 & & &

% 8



CONTENTS—continyed Pag
(
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE—continued .
Power House Near Muja Open Cut : Com-
mencement of Building Operations 552

Prisoners : Numbers for 1958-1961 ... Bb1
Sewage Treatment : Posilion in Midland

Area - ... 549
Sewerage Gonneetlons Financing in
Metropolitan Area 551
Swan River : Dredging of Upper Rea.chas
and Reclamation of Low-Lying Areas 550
Tolalisator Agency Board : Paymenis 0
Radio Statlons for Race Commentaries 551
Water Supply at Koongamia : Inadequacy 548
QUESTIONS WITHGUT NOTICE—
Beiting Laws :  Attitude of Licensed
Bookmakers* Association to Enforcement
Hawker Slddeley Group Agreement : Dis-
appearance of Photostat Copy .. 553
Police Station Gaols: Admissions and
Departmental Cost ... bb4&
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY : NINTH DAY—
Speakers on Motion—
Mr. Bickerton 564
Mr. Hall . 565
Mr. Kelly 573

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m. and read prayers.

VICTORIA PARK BY-ELECTION

Liberal Partiy Pamphlet: Personal
Explanations

MR, JAMIESON (Beeloo) [2.16 p.m.]:
T wish to make a persaonal explanation in
regard to both a newspaper report which
appeared this morning and a matter
which occurred in this House last night.
I made reference, at one stage, to a
pamphlet sponsored by the Liberal Party
which is being used in the Victoria
Park hy-election; and, by interjection, the
member for South Perth said: “You must
have got that direct from the printer, That
is a pamphlet which is going out in a
couple of days.”

From the newspaper report, which said
the pamphlet would not go out until the
next day or two, it could be inferred that
some underhand work had taken place on
the part of either the proprietors of the
Challenge Print in Stirling Street, Perth,
or its employees; and I would like
to have if recorded that this pamphlet
was obtained from a letter-box in Victoria
Park, and the contents of the pamphlet
were telephoned to me about 10 minutes
before I spoke in the House last night.

It would, appear that the member for
South Perth was wrong in asserting what
he did; and, of course, some over-zealous
person, who evidently had not had instruc-
tions to put out that pamphlet at that
early stage, had thrown .his.timing out.
I would not like the statement made by
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the member for South Perth to refiect on
either the Challenge Print or its em-
ployees,

Mr. Grayden® You made the statement
that you had the pamphlet.

MRE. GRAYDEN (South Perth) i(2.19
p.m.]l: I wish to make g personal explana-
tion arising out of the remarks made by
the member for Beeloo, who stated that
the statement I made refiected upon him—

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I think
the member for Beeloo said it reflected
upon the employees and the proprietors of
the Challenge Print.

Mr. GRAYDEN: He inferred that the
pamphlet was obtained by some devious
means and that it was a reflection on the
Challenge Print. But when the mem-
ber for Beeloo was on his feet last night,
he made the clear statement that he had
the pamphlet.

Mr. Jamieson: I did not say that at all.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I interjected and said
he must have got it that way. I asked
him to read it; and, finally, he admitted
he had not got the pamphlet. But he had
made the clear statement. I would like to
say that his remarks in respeet of the
pamphlet were quite untrue. The pam-
phlet was simply refuting—

The SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman): I do
not think the member for South Perth
can proceed on that subject. -

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
WATER SUPPLY AT KOONGAMIA
Inadeguacy

1. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

In view of difficulty experienced at
Koongamia in summer months,
due to inadequate water supply
and the fact that extra housing
has been built in the area, what
arrangements are heing made to
ensure sufficient water for domes-
tic and sewersge purposes?

. WILD replied:
Whilst pressures in parts of
Koongamia are not high, the
general supply to the area is con-
sidered reasonable.

SEWAGE TREATMENT
Position in Midland Aren

2. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) Are any plans heing prepared for
extra sewage treatment works or
pumping stations north of Mid-
land?

(2) Have the existing sewerage mains
and pumping facilities reached
their maximum intake in the Mid-
land area?
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Mr. WILD replied:

(1) No.

(2) The facilities provided are ade-
quate to meet the requirements of
the areas at present sewered and
being sewered this year, when fully

. built up.

SWAN RIVER
Dredging of Upper Reaches

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) Is it the intention of the Swan
River Conservation Committee to
dredge the Swan River in the
upper reaches during the current
year?

(2) What type of dredge is to be used?

Reclamation of Low-lying Areas

(3) Has the committee any plan for
reclaiming the low-lying areas ad-
joining the river?

WILD replied:

and (3) The Swan River Conser-
vation Board has no funds avail-
able for dredging or reclamation
works in the Swan River, but is in
favour of such works being carried
out. A survey has been made and
the position is now being evalu-
ated.

(2} Not known.

Mr.
(1)

GASCOYNE RIVER PILOT WATER
SCHEME

Position of Planters With Private Wells

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Should a planter who has ade-
quate water supplies on his free-
hold property be bound by the
pilot water scheme on the Gas-
coyne River and prohibited from
pumping from his own bores or
wells?

If the answer is “Yes,” under
what Act c¢an this be enforceg?
Will he quote the relevani section
or sections of the Act?

. WILD replied:

(1) As explained in my answer to
question No. 6 on the 22nd Aug-
ust, a planter will not be hound in
the pilot scheme unless continued
draw on his own wells is likely to
have an adverse effect on the
quality of the water in the area
adjacent to his wells.

and (3) If it is necessary to bind
the planter, it will be doné under
the provisions of section 27 of the
Rights in Water and Irrigation
Act, 1914-1951.

2)
3

«2)

5 and 6. These questions were postponed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

FLY-FPROOF SCREENS

Government Subsidy to Parenls and

(B

10.

Citizens' Associations
Mr, LEWIS asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is the purchase by parents and
citizens’ associations of fly-proof
doors and window screens for
schools, subsidised by the Govern-
ment in certain areas?

Is so, what are those areas?
What is the extent of the subsidy?

2)
(3)

. WATTS replied:

A subsidy is not payable to par-
ents and citizens' associations for
fly-proof doors and window
screens for schools, but it is hoped
to provide fly wiring for certain
schools in areas badly infested
with flies.

(2} and (3> Answered by No. (1).

o}

MOORA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Draining and Filling of Grounds

Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister

Works:

(1} Has approval heen given for the
draining and filling of the
grounds of the Moora Junior
High School?

If so, when will this work be car-
ried out?

. WILD replied:

(1) The draining and filling of the
grounds of the Moora Junior
Hiegh School is a work which has
been approved in principle by the
Education Department.

The work will be ecarried out
when finance becomes available
from the loan allocation, The
final allocation of loan funds
available for school works in
1961-62 has not yet been made,

for

(2)

2

Quarters for Head Teachers

Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Education:

Is it proposed to erect new quar-
ters for the head teacher of Moora
Junior High School this year?

. WATTS replied:

The allocation of loan funds has
not as yet been finalised, hence
it is not possible at this stage
to give a deflnite answer,

and 11.

These questions were post-
poned. .
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SEWERAGE CONNECTIONS
Financing in Metropolitan Area

12. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for

‘Works:

(1) Does his department still finance
sewerage connections to houses
for people in the metropolitan
area who desire financial! assist-
ance?

If 50, what are the terms cover-
ering such assistance?

. WILD replied:

(1) Loah funds have not been avail-
able for advances to householders
for sewerage connections since
the year 1955-56.

(2) See answer o No. (1).

(2)

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Payments to Radio Stations for Race
Commentaries

3. Mr, HAWKE asked the Minister for

- Police:

(1) What is the total amount of con-
tribution made by the Totalisator
Agency Board fo the 3ist July,
1961, towards helping to meet the
cost of race commentaries through
radio stations?

(2) How much of that amount was
paid to—

(a) 6PM and associated
stations;

(b) 6PR and associated
stations;

(¢) 6KY and associated
stations;

d) IX and associated
stations;

(e) any other station?

. PERKINS replied:
£1,643 13s.
(a) 6PM £180.
(b) 6PR Nil.
(e) 6K £450.
(d) 6IX £1,013 13s.
(@) Nil

(o)
(2)

GOOMALLING SCHOOL
Cooling Unit for Drinking Water
. Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is it the intention to¢ jinstall a
cooling unit for drinking water at
the Goomalling School?

(2) If so, when?

Mr. WATTS replied:

(1> and (2) This matter is receiving
consideration, and the honourable
member will be advised as early as
possible.

[21]

15.

16.

17.

18.
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CLOVERDALE INFANTS' SCHOOL
Additional Classrooms

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister

for Education:

(1) How many additional classrooms
are to be provided at the Clover-
dale Infants’ School?

When is it anticipated the work
will commence?

WATTS replied:

Two.

It is anticipated that tenders will
be called in six or seven weeks and
the work will be completed in
ilgugg for the opening of school in

2)

Mr.
(9 9]
2)

This question was postponed.

POLICE STATION GAOLS
Admissions and Departmental Cost

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Police:

(1) What were the daily admissions
to police station gaols for the
years 1958, 1959, 1960, and 1961
for a period not exceeding four-
teen days— '

(a) females;

(b) males?

What department bears the cost
when prisoners are held for a
period up to fourteen days in
police station gaols?

PERKINS replied:

There are approximately 110
police lock-up gaols in the state,
and the information desired could
only be cbtained by a circular re-
quest to all of them, which would
take some time. If the honour-
ahle member so desires this could
be obtained; but if he wishes to
nominate some specific -station,
the information could be obtained
more rapidly.

Costs of unsentenced prisoners
are horne by the Police Depart-
ment, and of sentenced prisoners
by the Prisons Department.

2

Mr,
(8]

2)

PRISONERS
Numbers for 1958-1961

Mr. HALL asked the Chief{ Secretary:
(1) What was the daily average num-
ber of persons confined to impris-
onment for the years 1958, 1959,
1960, and 1961, other than in
police station gaols?

How many females were admitted
and how many males for 1958,
1959, 1960, and 1961 other than
police station gaols?

(2)

{3) What number of persons con-
fined—male and {emale—were
aborigines?
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Year ended the 30th June—
1958—554.81.
1959—549.18.
1960—560.79.
_ 1961—575.20.
(2) Year ended the 30th June—

1958-—3,822 commitments of
2,232 individual males, 315
commitments of 245 indiv-
idual females,

1959—3,737 commitments of
2,267 individual males, 455
commitments of 351 indi-
vidual females.

19560—3,867 commitiments of
2,264 individual males, 411
commitments of 306 indi-
vidual females.

1961—4,332 commitments of
2,465 individual males, 465
commitments of 307 indi-
vidual females.

(3) Number of aborigines cominitted
—Year ended ihe 30th June—

1958—511 males, 157 females.

1959—522 males, 271 females.

1960—543 males, 220 females.

1961—527 males, 224 females.

MT, MANY PEAKS CQOAST ROAD
Formation, Sealing, eand Bituminisation

9. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Works: :

(1) When is it expected that the
coast road—Mt. Many Peaks-
Green Range section—will be
formed, sealed and bituminised?

(2). When will the section between
Green Range and Pallinup be
formed, sealed and bituminised?

(3) Will the new bridge at Marra
crossing be completed this year?

(4) Is it expected to have the section
. hetween Marra crossing and Rav-
ensthorpe completed this year?

Mr. WILD replied:

. (1) and (2) Completion of this road
to the sealed stage must be pro-
grammed over a period of years.
Date of completion will depend on
availability of funds.

(3} No.

(4) No:

30. This quesiion was postponed,

ALVAN HOUSE AND McDONALD
HOUSE

Handing Over to Church of England

21. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Native Welfare:
(1) Was g decision made to hand over
to the Church of England both
Alvan House and McDonald House,
complete with furnishings, etc.,
free of charge?

(2) Were inquiries made as to the neei
for, and capacity to use, these pre
mises by the church authorities?

(3) If so, with what result?

Availability of Alvan House to
HKatakutu Commitiee

(4) Has a decision now been reache
to make Alvan House available t
the Katakutu committee?

- {5) If so, on what basis?

(6) Why was nof this committee pre
viously offered the premises, par
ticularly having regard for it
work for aboriginal and part-abor
iginal young men, its lack of space
and the financial burden (particu
larly rent) in its present premises

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

(3) It was considered by the South
West Native Mission that it woul
have the capacity to use tw
homes. One was to be for appren
tices and the other for girls; bu
it has now been found that a suffi
cient number of girls is not, avail
able immediately.

(4) Yes.

(5) It will be handed over iree ¢
charge, but other details of th
transfer are heing given consider
ation.

(6) It was accepted that the South
West Native Mission would hav
need for both homes. After Kata
kutu became an incorporated bod
and had shown the value of ii
work, I was prepared to assist i
providing better accommodatio
Two propositions were examines
but when it was found that th
South-West Native Mission coul
not use Alvan House at present,
offered it to Katakutu. I migt
add that I have promised tt
South-West Native Mission that
soon as it has the girls T am pre
patred to assist it by a second hom
to carry out its share of the worl

Mr. Grzham: Katakutu will remain
Mr. PERKINS: Yes.

22. This question was postponed.

POWER HOUSE NEAR MUJA
OFEN CUT

Commencement of Building Operations

23. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Elec

tricity:

(1) When is it anticipated that builc
ing operations will commence o
the new power house adjacent 1
the Muja open cut?

(2) Is it possible to hasten a conm
mencement of the work in orde
that those people who may becornr
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26.
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unemployed after the 18th October,
1961, can be engaged on the pro-
posed new power house?

Mr. WATTS replied:

(1) This will not be known until ten-
ders are let.

(2) This will be discussed with the
successful tenderer.

This question was postponed.

HELENA STREET, MIDLAND
JUNCTION

Traffic Flow and Warning Signals

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Police:

(1) Are any plans being prepared to
improve the traffic flow in Mid-
land Junction in the vicinity of
Helena Street (particularly at
week-ends and evenings, when
rallway employees cease employ-
ment)?

Is any consideration being given
to installing flashing lights or
similar warning signals at the
Helena Street or other pedestrian
crossings?

PERKINS replied:

The Main Roads Department has
no proposals in connection with
the traffic flow in the vicinity of
Helena Street. The ares is being
kept under observation; and, in
the meantime, police control at
peak hours meets the situation.
No. Experience has shown that
the zigzag line markings at the
approach to pedestrian crosswalks
are more effective than the flash-
ing lights.

2)

Mr.
(1)

This question was postponed.

COLLIE COAL AND FUEL OIL

Use in Power Houses
Mr. MAY asked the Minister for
Electricity:
{1) Is every possible: action being
taken to reduce the consumption
of fuel ¢il at the various power
houses in this State?
If this is being done, what has
been the rate of Increase in the
consumption of Collie coal for
each month since the operations
of the new tenders for coal?
Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) Yes. .
(2) Collie coal consumed—

2)

. Tons.
January, 1961 7,383
February 17,006
March 20,338
April 20,688
May 36,273
June 37,145
July 38,544

553 .

28. This question was posiponed.

28. Mr.

1.°

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT

Tabling of Full Court Judgment on
Proclamation Issue

WATTS: Earlier in the week I
promised the House that I would
lay on the Table of the House the
judgment of the Full Court of
Western Australia in connection
with the action, Tonkin & Others
"and Brand & Others. I now lay
upon the Table of the House the
judgment of the Full Court, the
reasons for the judgment, and the
order.

The papers were tabled.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

HAWKER SIDDELEY GROUP
- AGREEMENT

Disappeargnce of Pholostat Copy

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Speaker:

(1) Is he aware that between Thurs-
day afternoon last and Friday
morning last, certain papers which
were put by the member for Kal-
goorlie in the place in which I
sit in this Chamber, being photo-
stat copies of the agreement bhe-
tween the Government and the
Hawker Siddeley Group, some-
how vanished; and that, notwith-
standing efforts by members of
the staff to locate them, they
have not yet been located? I
would point out that these papers
are exceedingly valuable to me
because of certain notations which
they contain.

Would he be good enough to re-
quest members to search through
their papers with the thought
that perhaps inadvertently these
papers might have become con-
fused with their own?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman):
plied:

(1) Yes; I was aware of the fact that
the papers had disappeared. I
had been told so, though I did
not check on it or anything like
that. I merely accepted the fact
as being true. I have taken some
stevs to fry to get additional
copies made by the Government
Printer, and I am informed that
three such copies will he. up this
afternoon, and & further 10 will
be available tomorrow. I think
perhaps they could be distributed
equally between the two sides of
the Chamber, or something of
that nature.

(2)

Ie-
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(2> I can only make a request to

members to see if these papers
have inadvertently hbecome con-
fused with their own, but I can-
not do more than leave it to the
sense of decency of members;
though I am sure that will be
sufficient.

POLICE STATION GAOLS

Admissions and Departmental Cost

2, Mr

. HALIL asked the Minisfer for

. Police:

In answer to question No. 17 on
the notice paper the Minister said
that he would obtain the informa-
tion for me if I thought it ahso-
lutely necessary. I think this in-
formation is desirable for the
recerds and statistics, and I ask
the Minister if he will procure the
information which I seek.

. PERKINS replied:

As I indicated, it will take some
time to obtain all this informa-

- tion, because it covers the whole

State.

. Tonkin: When you get it you will

not give it to him.

. PERKINS: There is nothing to

hide in this matter; it is public
property., If the member for
Albany has a particular interest
in g definite centre we could ob-
tain that information fairly
quickly. It will, however, cost
something to do this; but if the
honourable member presses his
request it will be done. Members
should realise that obtaining
answers like this takes consider-
able time, and someone in the
Government service must be de-
tailed to secure the information.

BETTING LAWS

Attitude of Licensed Bookmakers’
Association to Enforcement

3. Mr.

MOIR asked the Minister for

Police:
(1) Was he correctly reported in this

(2)

merning’s issue of The West Aus-
tralian as having told the presi-
dent of the licensed hookmakers’
association, when a deputation
from that body waited on him
yesterday, that it had been re-
ported to him by the police that
there was a lack of co-operation
on the part of the association with
the Police Force, regarding which
the Minister expressed concern?
If the answer is in the affirma-
tive will the Minister inform the
House ags to the naiure of the
police complaint which has caused
him such concern?

Mr.

1

4, Mr.

PERKINS replied:

and (2) Generally speaking
think the report was correct. T«
give the details requested by thu
member for Boulder would, o
course, mean detailing the con
tinuing diseussions which I haw
had with members of the Polici
Force on this particular matter
As a matter of fact, in the in
terests and efficiency of the forao
much of this information canno
be made public. I do not desin
to retract anything I said, and
take full responsibility for thi
statement. I am sure all mem
bers in this House know what i
going on in the community at pre
sent.

. May: I do not know.
. Graham: What is it?
. PERKINS: It is a general lacl

of co-operation by people who ar
members of the association.
appreciate that t{heir interest
have perhaps bheen affected by th
legislation which has been passed
but this legislation has beel
accepted by Parliament, and nov
there is considerable difficulty i
enforcing the law.

MOIR asked the Minister io

Police:

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

As the statement made by th
Minister concerning the lack o
co-operation of the premise
bookmakers’ association is a mat
ter of public concern; and as i
would indicate that a seriou
situation exists relative to thos
people; and as we know that a
citizens are supposed to co-oper
ate with the police in seeing th
ilaw is nol broken, will the Minis
ter not indicate specifically, fq
the benefit of members, th
nature -of the complaints received

. PERKINS replied:

I am not prepared to be mor
specific at this stage.

Hawke: You have not been spec:
fic at all.

PERKINS: I will leave it at tha
Hawke: I should think you woul

5. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister fc
Police: :

Following the question just aske
by the member for Boulder, whe
the representatives of the hook
makers’ association saw the Mir
ister yesterday did they make ar
request for information to t
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given to them to enlighten them

as to the nature of the complaints
R of the police; and if they did,
: whaf was his answer?

. PERKINS replied:

To the best of my recollection no
such request was made.
Mr. Tonkin: My information is that
it was.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: NINTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from the 23rd August,
on the following meolion by Mr., Craig:—

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Lieuten-
ant-Governor and Administrator in
reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver to Parliament:—

May it please Your Exceliency:
We, the members of the Legis-
lative Assembly of the State of
Western Ausiralia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
fo address to Parliament.

MR, HALL (Albany) [240 pm.}: In
making my contribution to the Address-
in-Reply I would first like to pay a tri-
bute to the late Mr, Hugh Apdrew for
the work he did in his electorate of Vic-
toria Park. I would also like to express
my condolences to his good wife.

Further, I wish to pay a tribute to the
retiring member for Eyre, particularly for
the good work he did while he was Min-
ister for Health in the Hawke Labor
Government. I feel that Albany owes a
lot to Mr. Nulsen for commencing the
Albany Regional Haospital.

With a population of nearly 12,500 in
a growing district, it is obvious that Al-
bany will be called upon to serve the
surrounding areas with modern hospitali-
sation. The presence of that wutility in
Albany must materially assist decentrali-
sation, particularly in the medical field.

There has been much controversy in
the past as to the style of hospital that
should be built; and the troubled state
of the world today makes us realise that
the planning of that hospital is the hest
that it could have been, having regard
to atomic warfare. In a single-storeyed
hospital with & maximum of, say, 250 beds
the greatest personal touch with patients
is achieved; costs are reduced:; and ad-
ministration and frustration are reduced
to a minimum.
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We find that in many of the bigger
cities of the world, and also in Queens-
land, hospitals are being built beneath the
surface of the ground in an endeavour
to cope with the possibility of gamma
radiation and all the other horrible fea-
tures associated with atomic warfare.
We are well aware of what a catastrophe
it could bhe to patients if they were
placed in multi-storey buildings. This is
supported from what we are able to read
in the newspapers, where even people in
good health have heen trapped in multi-
storeyed buildings, and many have been
burned to death.

The hospital at Albany, which was plan-
ned by the former Minister for Health
and his department, will be a great ad-
vance on what we have known, Again,
I offer him my congratulations on his re-
tirement, and I sincerely hope his suc-
cessor will be of the same Labor faith
and will be able to catry out his duties
in the same able manner as Mr. Nulsen
did, when he was Minister for Health.
At this stage I have no derogatory state-
ments to make regarding the present
Minister for Health.

. I would also like to pay a tribute to
the retiring member for Avon Valley.
When I first came into this Parliament
I found that it was very easy to get off
on the wrong foot; and although the
member for Avon Valley was on the op-
posite side of the fence, he would give me
a little nudge. I appreciate the guidance
which he gave me, and I hope it will
see me through my political career, what-
ever its length.

I believe that at one stage he was re-
puted to have saved a Labor Govern-
ment from defeat; and the only mistake
I think he made was that he did not
sit on our side of the fence. I think
he often gets itchy feet; and some of
his remarks are not particularly “Liberal”
in their tenor. 1 pay a tribute to the
fhree gentlemen I have mentioned be-
cause of the way they conducted them-
selves, and for the service given by them
to the State.

Yesterday, 1 addressed a question to the
Chief Secretary in regard to television
telecasts to country areas. I did that be-
cause primary industry is really the back-
bone of the economy of this State; and
indirectly that industry greatly subsidises
the Eastern States through the export of
primary production. The people in
country areas have no entertainment what-
scever. They have to ‘make long trips to
a townsite, or to what they call a provin-
cial town. They have to do that over many
miles of roads that are not bituminised.
These people are also separated from their
children, because the children have to
leave Albany in order to acquire their
education.
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This State is not greatly industrialised,
but from its primary production it is heav-
ily subsidising the bigger cifies in the
metropolitan area. This applies equally
to the other States because of what this
State is able to earn by way of export in-
come, We are subsidising the unemploy-
ment of the Eastern States. Perhaps
when this State is more industrialised the
position will be better. Impaorts from the
other States are flooding into Western
Australia, and we are pouring money into
the Eastern States to keep industries over
there in operation. That situation has
been brought about to a large degree by
the credit squeeze imposed by .the Menzies
Government, and also because that Gov-
ernment, refrained from imposing selective
import restrictions at the right time.

Returning to the subject of telecasts in
the country, I would point out that yester-
day I asked the following question of the
Chief Secretary:

(1) Can he advise when it is antici-
pated that television telecasts will
be made available to couniry
areas?

(2) How many States are transmitting
television programmes to country
areas, outside the range of city
telecasts?

(3) What are the names of such
States, and when did they com-
mence fransmitting television pro-
grammes to country areas?

The Chief Seecretary replied as follows:—

(1) to (3> This matter comes within
Commonwealth jurisdiction. How-
ever, I have contacted the local
member of the Australian Broad-
casting Control Board and have
pbeen advised that the honourable
member can obtain the informa-
tion by writing to the chairman
of the board at 497 Collins Street,
Melhourne.

I do not think it is the responsibility of
the member for Albany to arrange for
country television telecasts in this State.
From the information that has been given
me I shall certainly take the copportunity
to make some inquiries. Nevertheless, T
feel that Country Party members who sit
behind the Government bench should
do all they can to see that country areas
of this State receive their due recognition
and are given television telecasts.

People in the country should have been
the first to receive this sort of programme,
as peaple in the city are provided with
many forms of entertainment. Therefore,
I hope members of the Country Party will
take some action in this regard, and not
just leave it to the member for Albany,
as I would not he strong cnough on my
own to make a successful request to the
Commonwealth Government for recoghi-
tion for the couniry areas in this State.
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The following appeared in The West
Australian of the 4th July last under the
heading, *New Stage in Country TV '—

Contracts worth £1,184,000 had been
let for national television transmitters
in provisional and country areas
gostmaster-General Davidson said to-

ay.

They will be in Victoria, N.8.W.,
Queensland, and Tasmania.

Amalgamated Wireless will supply this
equipment, a big proportion of it being
made in Japan. It is significant that the
States which are to receive country TV
transmitters are Victoria, New South
Wales, Queensland, and Tasmania; and
I say, without any shadow of doubt, that
the Government has failed in its duty to
press Western Australian’s claim to the
maximum. I will not elaborate any fur-
ther, but bring the maitter to the notice of
the House in the hope that the Chief
Secretary will bring it before the Govern-
ment and that consideration will he given
to couniry people receiving the just re-
wards to which they are entitled.

I turn now to housing for the aged. We
find that sinzle pensioners in this State .
today—I am not aware of conditions in
other States—are in a very sad plight. As
a result of the introduction of the new
Local Government Act, we find that de-
molition is taking place in the larger
towns—in the town of Albany, at least.
I should say it is also applicable in other
parts of the State, because we now have
uniformity in the application of the Act.
As a result of this demolition we find that
old people have been rabbed of housing,
ar coverage, or whatever termm we may use.
That would 2lso apply to pensioner mas-
ried couples; but they at least have some
outlet, in that they may make application
to the State Housing Commission and
await their furn for housing.

But in country areas single pensioners,
and even single widows, have no opportun-
ity whatsoever to apply for some form of
housing, I think this problem should be
looked at very closely. We find that in
the metropaolitan area widows have the
privilege of single accommodation. That
may be all very well for those who are
enjoying that privilege, but I think we
should look a little bit further afield in
the hope that the Chief Secretary will
make some recommendation on the lines
suggested by the Minister for Housing., If
the Act has to be amended, then let it be
amended.

We see flats being converted, these days,
out of old places. I know of one case in
Albany where at least 12 persons were
housed in certain premises, and those pre-
mises were turned into a boarding-house.
There were virtually £2 pensioners thrown
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on to the streets in a matter of a few
weeks, By certain means we managed to
get out of that difficulty. But that state
of affairs cannot continue with our grow-
ing pepulation. Albany, Kalgoorlie, and
Geraldton will all have bigger populaticns,
and they will have to receive the same con-
sideration as the metropolitan area with
regard to single aged persons. The ques-
tion of double units for married pensioners
should also be looked at.

There is a possibility of an easement of
the problem by the conversion of the
Albany District Hospital into an aged
centre, if the Minister for Health agrees
to it. After delving into the activities of
the Kalgoorlie aged centre it is easy to
see what an advantage it is to the area
and those it serves.

An aged centre is not, actually, an aged
home, as the Minister is probably aware
from the advice of his officers. An aged
centre permits the adult children ¢of the
aged, to leave their parents there for a
short period while they are on holidays;
and when sickness strikes a family, elderly
people can be catered for at such a centre
for a temporary period. The centre would
supply meals and recreational facilities,
and would be a meeting place for old
people on occasions, Single pensioners could
be catered for at these aged centres until
the cottage scheme, or the Silver Chain
scheme, was able to take up a certain
amount of the slack.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Did you not re-
commend that the old hospital at Albany
should be used for a school hostel?

"Mr. HALL: No; I did not make such a
recommendation. There has been an in-
quiry in connection with furning it into
a school hostel. When I questioned the
Minister the other day I referred to the
residency, which was desighed—or so we
thought—toe cater for aged people as an
aged centre. However, as the railway line
runs parallel with the property, it was
decided to waive the claim in favour of a
school hostel. There has now been a move
made behind the scenes by the Education
Departmeni to take over the Albany Hos-
pital as a school hostel on completion of
the Albany Regional Hospital.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think you re-
commended it.

Mr. HALL: I do nof think sa.- I have
always been an advocale for an aged
centre. Correspondence would be on the
file to that effect. I have never wavered
from that opinion. I have discussed it
with the Minister’s secretary, Mr.
Devereux, but no finality has been reached.

I emphasise that an aged centre would
provide an outlet at times for some of our
aged persons. It would certainly cater
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for them. I think we should have a look
at the facts and figures in the questions
and answers given on this matter. On
Tuesday, the 22nd August, 1961, the fol-
lowing question was asked:—

(1) Will there he an increase in rent
to people occupying State Hous-
ing Commission homes and pen-
sioners’ cottages as a result of
increased social services and re-
patriation payments announced
in the Federal Budget?

(2) If the answer is “Yes,” what will
be the increase to the following
occupanis of State Housing Com-
mission homes and pensioners’

cottages—
(a) age pensioners—single and
married;
{by invalid pensioners—single and
- married;

(e) civillan widows—widows with
children of school age;

(d) war widows—war widows with
children of school age;

(e) married persons in receipt of
unemployment benefit;

(f) married persons in receipt of
sickhess henefit;

(g) married persons receiving
tuberculosis allowance;

th) single persons in receipt of
tuberculosis allowance?

The answer is rather lengthy, but I think
the Minister will be tolerant enough to
allow me to read it. It is as follows:—

(1) Rents on all houses built under
the Commonwealth-State Hous-
ing Agreement Act are assessed in
accordance with the agreement,
and an increase in family income
(which includes pensions) does
affect the rental assessment.
(Family income does not include
child endowment.)

(2) The following increases will occur
when the foreshadowed benefits
in Social Service payments by the
Commonwealth Government be-;
come effective—

(a) Aged pensioners—

Per Week
s. 4.
Single ... 1 8
‘Married . 2 86

(b) Invalid pensioners—
Single 1 6
Married 2 6
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(¢) Civilian widows—
If in receipt of child

welfare  assistance
for one child .. 10
If more than one
child from e 1 @
(d) War widows—
With one child
(this varies if
widow is in receipt
of other allow-
ances) .. 1 &
With two or more
children from e 20

(e) Married persons in
receipt of unemploy-
ment benefit—

With no children ... 4 0
With one chilg .. 4 8
With two or more

children 4 8

(f) Married person in re-
receipt of sickness
benefit—As  for (e).

(g) Tuberculosis allow-
ance—
Married with no
children 2 6
Married with one
child 4 0

Married, with two
or more children,
from 4 0

Single persons .. 1 @

Note: The Act provides for the
housing of families, and the re-
ference to single persons is only
applicable in the case of death
of one of the parties. The com-
mission allows the surviving part-
ner to remain in the house, and
the rent is fthen determined
according to income, as provided
for in the Act.

. I would ask the Chief Secretary to let
the Minister for Housing know how all
these people feel when they get some-
thing and it is taken away from them.
That state of affairs does not apply only
under this Government; it has happened
under previous Governments. Bui I do
think the basis of assessment should be
altered in fairness to the pensioners, par-
ticularly when one looks at the present
economic position. The few shillings
they are getting from the Commonwealth
Government will purchase practically nil,
because the purchasing power of the
pound is practically nil; and we find we
are making the assessment on the same
basis as applied when we were getting

[ASSEMBLY.]

better value for our pound, and when
the pensioners were able to supplement
their income by £7 10s. per week per
married couple.

Today they have no chance of seeking
extra employment, because unemploy-
ment is so prevalent. The married per-
son of 60 to 65 years of age has no more
chance of competing with a person of
45, 50, or 55 years of age than has a
person of 55 years of age of competing
with the young fellow of 25 for the jobs
that are on offer; and there is only a
meagre list of jobs offering.

At present the pensioners have no
means at their disposal of supplementing
their incomes to meet the increased
charges, and I really helieve it is time the
basis of assessment for pensioners was
reviewed. I am not quite aware of the
actual facts or figures, but I believe there
is a basis on which they work, and I be-
lieve it should be taken into considera-
tion and that the whole matter should be
put under review,

Another subject I would like to touch
upon--one which I have brifly skimmed
around—is the unemployment in the Al-
bany district, We know there is unem-
ployment in every part of Australia, and
particularly so in the centralised areas,
because of the migration from the country
areas into the city; and it cannot be dis-
puted that that takes place. Therefore,
whenever there is a recession, most of
the unemployment occurs in the central-
ised areas. When we find unemployment
creeping out into the decentralised dis-
tricts, it proves conclusively and signi-
flecantly that unemployment is prevalent;
because 12 or 18 months ago it would not
have affected such areas; and we are suf-
fering from migration from the city be-
cause the people are being forced into
the country in order to get work.

I wish now to quote from the Albany
Advertiser of Tuesday, the 15th August,
1961. The article is headed "“Increase in
District’s Unemployed,” and it states—

A total of 112 people—mainly semi-
skilled and unskilled workers—were
unemployed in Albany dlstnct at the
end of July..

The ﬂgure is likely to increase as
work on the new Regional Hospital
nears completion.

About 70 local workers would be
affected.

That figure does not include the extra
workers who would be forced out of em-
ployment and who would migrate back
to the metropolitan area. The actual
total that will be affected on the comple-
tion of the regional hospital is 139; and
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the following figures wiil show the num-
ber of tradesmen who will be affected,
and where they come from:—

’ Albany Perth Total

Bricklayers e 3 3
Carpenters

Carpenters’
apprentices
Painters
Plasterers
Plumbers
Storemen
Terrazzo hands ...
" Truck drivers
Drainers
Labourers
Sanders ..
Electricians
Grano workers ...
Stonemasons
Tilers
Subforemen
Foremen ...
Works clerks
Clerical assistants
Storekeepers
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139

Further on in the report contained in
The Albany Advertiser we find this—

Nearly 40 of the unemployed males
were aged between 21 and 40. Ten
were under 21 years of age. Nineteen
of the 35 females unemployed were
aged under 21.

A little later the article deals with the re-
marks of the headmaster of the Albany
High School as follows:—

Albany High School Principal J.
Macaulay estimates that only a small
percentage of the school’s 77 Leaving
examination candidates will be seek-
ing employment at Albany,

The reason is quite obvious; quite a lot of
these students come from areas adjacent
to Albany—bperhaps as far away as Narro-
gin. The article continues—

However, more than half the 160
third-year students will be seeking
work in the town.

Mr. Macaulay said in addition, there
would be 30 girl students who would
graduate from the fourth-year com-
mercial class who also would want
work at Albgny,

Many of the boys leaving school this
- ygﬁr hoped for apprenticeships, he
added.
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I would say: What o hope! What chance
would there be of employment in those cir-
cumstances?

Ancther point I wish to cover concerns
the effect of import restrictions on the
textile industry in the Commonwealth of
Australia, and particularly on the Albany
textile trade which had not seen a reces-
sion in 26 years; but it has in the last six
months, The mill at Albany, and the sub-
sidiary industry at Fremantle had virtusally
closed until a few weeks ago when, by in-
genuity, they were able to create litile bits
of work here and there and manage to
keep going on a restricted basis.

Imports and exports, we know, have to
reach some sort of balance. Overseas bor-
rowing, also, gives us greater spending
power in the internal structure of the
Commonwealth, and particularly the States
where the loan money is advanced. But if
the money borrowed from overseas is spent
on trinkets, and is used so that further
imports ¢an be brought into Australia, we
see a virtual collapse of our industries
within the internal structure of the Com-
monwealth; and if this State becomes
industrially strong, we will see the same
thing here, and our primary production will
be the only means of building up the
country’s ecotiomy, because the chance of
exporting industrial products is limited.

But if the loan moneys- were used for
hospitals, roads, schools, and other essen-
tial works, including the establishment of
industry—even to the point of subsidisa-
tion—so that we would not have to be at
the mercy of ouiside industrial powers, we
would be much hetter off.

It has been said hefore fthat impor-
tations into this country from less privil-
eged countries affect our employment
position. If we had control, and if import
restrictions had been imposed at the right
period, there is no doubt that our textile
trade today would not be in the condition
in which it is.

In The Sundoy Times of the 14th May
last we find under the heading *“Copland
calls for Import Curb” the following report
from Sydney:—

Reintroduction of import controels
was the “most simple and direct
method” of balancing the Australian
economy.

Economist Sir Douglas Copland said
this before leaving for Geneva.

He said Australia had successfully
developed for seven years with import
restrictions, but the present Govern-
ment policy was retarding further
growth.

Big crack

A nation could not be built on &
credit squeeze such as Australis wu
experiencing today, he said.



560

The borrowing of £78 million from
the International Monetary Fund was
an indication of a big crack in the
Australian economy.

There is no need to argue about the pro-
fessor’s views, because I helieve they have
been completely substantiated.

The next point I wish to raise concerns
some questions I asked the Chief Secretary
on the number of admissions to gaols,
which questions I also directed to the
Minister for Police. The reason for my
asking for these figures is that I consider
that if those Ministers study the statistics
relating to the admission of offenders to
gaols they will find that they have in-
creased alarmingly, particularly in rela-
tion to males. This trend is also most
evident in other States of Australia, and I
say to both the Chief Secretary and the
Minister for Police that I did not ask those
questions without giving the matter some
very close study.

In South Australia statistics have been
complied showing the number of admis-
_sions to police station gaols, and also the
rumber of admissions to prisons and gaols
other than police station gaols. From
those figures the authorities in that State
were able to analyse the situation with a
view to determining why the number of
adult males, adult females, and juvenile
admissions have increased so greatly over
recent months. In addition to compiling
those statistics, they have also taken steps
to prepare plans for the construction of
new and modern prisons, and I believe the
Chief Secretary has been responsible for
sending an officer to the Bastern States
to make some research into this matter.
We will await with interest the information
which he will bring back to this State, as
a result of his visit.

I have discussed the matter with Mr.
Lewis, and he has informed me that the
department is just biding time to see the
result of the investigation by this officer
whilst he is in the REastern States. I
sincerely hope the Chief Secretary will
follow some of the principles that have
been adopted by prison authorities in
South Australia in relation to the gaols in
that State, because I believe there are
many new methods and other improve-
ments which we could follow to our ad-
vantage. When one views the modern ap-
progch that is taken towards prisoners
today, one realises that the solution to
the problem is based on proper rehabilita-
tation of prisoners. That is, the most im-
portant aspect is what happens to a pris-
oner after he is discharged from prison,
and what effect social rehabilitation treat-
ment is going to have on him.

If the Chief Secretary does decide to
follow the modern principles adopted by
South Australia, I do not think we will
have need to quibble about the resulis in
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future. At Cadell, in South Australia, they
have established a training centre, and the
official opening of that centre an Tuesday,
the 31st May, 1960, was recorded in a
printed brochure., The foreword to that
brochure reads as follows:—

It has been said that the test of
a brison system is what happens
when the prisoner is released.

Modern methods of prison treat-
ment seek the social rehabilitation of
the offender, endeavouring to prepare
him to take his place once more as
a normal member of society and heip-
ing him feel that he is still part of
the community.

The Cadell Training Centre is the
modern apprcach to one of the prob-
lems of rehabilitation. Here condi-
tions more closely resemble those of
normal life than is possible under
traditional prison systems.

The aim is to waken in the. trainee
the will to lead a good and useful
life on release by the development of
character, self control and a sense of
personal responsibility.

I am nhot going to delve into the actual
details of that training centre, because I
am fully aware that the Chief Secretary’s
Depariment is cognisant of what is being
done there, and if it adopts methods along
much the same lines I think it will bear
fruit in this State.

What I am asking the Chief Secretary
to do is to put in train immediately the
preparation of plans and specifications
with the object of the Public Works De-
partment labour force being utilised to
the greatest advantage on prison rehabili-
tation work and the construction of new
gaols, along the lines I have indicated;
after the completion of the Albany
Regional Hospital, especially in view of
the fact that I am aware his department
is thinking along those lines with a view
to extricating Albany from the mess it is
in so far as its gaols are concerned,

At Albany, shipping has increased, the
population hag risen to 12.500, and the
district generally is expanding consider-
ably. Yet, in the Albany Prison, which is
an antiquated and obsolete building, the
conditions that exist are akin to those of
the Beisen horror camp. If one conjures
up a mental picture of that prison, one
visualises an exercise yard about 20 feet
square; two or three ecells which have
peepholes fitted with bars through which
one could not even poke a matchbox; and
the spectacle of both male and female
native prisoners, prisoners who have
offended against the Traffic Act, prisoners
being held on manslaughter charges—and
even those who are held in custody pend-
ing their transfer to Perth on a charge
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of murder—being held there, Apart from
these prisoners there are also many
juveniles who are committed to the prison,
all -within an ambit of 30-odd feet. It is
the most disgusting arrangement I have
ever seen in my life.

I know the Chief Secretary is acquainted
with the conditions of that gaol, as is
also the Minister for Police; and I am sure
they will agree that this all points to the
need for the demolition of that building
and the erection of a modern prison, with
all the facililies necessary for the hand-
ling of all those prisoners in the Albany
distriet, including the whole area up as
far as Narrogin.

What is needed is a modern prison, to-
gether with quarters for the wardens and
their families, so that they can be ade-
quately and properly accommodated. That
would put in hand the works necessaty
to relieve the problem of unemployment
in Albany at least, which we do not want
anvhow, and which has been accentuated
by the eredit squeeze. There is no doubt
that the cause of the increase in admis-
sions into our gaols can be laid at the
feet of the credit sgueeze and the policy
of the Commonwealth Government.
Necessity knows no law; and I challenge
anyone in this Chamber today to deny
that if he were out of work and had a
wife and family to feed, and his neigh-
bour had some fowls, it would not be long
before he was over the fence to have one
of them, As I have said, necessity knows
no law, and this fact has been borne out
generation after generation.

I therefore ask the Minister to view the
situation closely and take steps to imple-
ment the plans for the construction of a
new gaol in Albany. This would take up
the slack of those unemployed. In par-
ticular, I have in mind the employment of
those 70-odd men who will be out of work
on the completion of the Albany Regional
Hospital. Most of them reside in Albany,
and their children are educated there; and,
in fact, I understand many of them were
born in Albany.

Nothing can break the confidence of a
person more than being out of work even
for only a short period. The commence-
ment of this work is essential for the
benefit of the whole of the community.
It is work of a public nature that can be
put into operation practically immediately
if the Chief Secretary is really desirous
of getting on with the job.

A further factor which aggravates the
situation is that there has been an increase
in the number of officers in the Albany
Police Force, due to a reduction in their
working hours; and in the limited accom-
modation available to them they are prac-
tically falling over themselves. There is
not evén one room set aside where they
can interview anyone in private. There is
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no privacy whatsoever for the constables
or the sergeants, the inspector being the
only officer who has a room to himself,
Therefore the construction of a new police
station and quarters could be commenced
immediately the work on the gaol is com-
pleted, because I believe that the same
site is to bhe used for the police station,
as indicated by the Chief Secretary.

If these necessary public works were
put in train it would definitely relieve the
unemployment situation in Albany and
would assist to stimulate the progress of
the town and improve the relationship be-
tween the children and their parents at
that centre. I therefore appeal to the
Chief Secretary to give this matter his
serious consideration. As has been men-
tioned by a member representing the West
Province in another place, the conditions
in our gaols require immediate attention,
and this fact is also borne cut by reports
on gaols from other larger cities in the
Commonwealth.

Another subject I wish to deal with is
that of farm safety. I raised this matter
by way of guestions directed to the Min-
ister for Police. My first question was—

(1> How many persons were Kkilled
on farms in Western Australia by
way of aecidents—all types—ifor
the years 1856, 1957, 1958, 1959,
and 1060°?

(2) How many accidents were re-
ported for the years 1956, 1957,
1958, 1958, and 1960 which were
not fatal? -

(3) What amount of money was paid
in the form of compensation with
regard to—

(a} fatal accidents;
(b} not fatal;

for the years 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959,
and 1960?

The answer was as follows:—

(1) to (3) These figures are not
available from departments under my
control.

1 was not satisfied, so I rang the office of
the Attorney-General on the following
morning to obtain some information
through the registration of deaths. The
secretary could not get in touch with the
Attorney-General, and he undertook to see
what he could gather. T felt that I could
not get the information unless I was able
to look at the statistics dealing with the
registration of deaths.

I rang Mr. Little to try to unearth this
information. After several hours he rang
back and said that he could not supply any
of the information I sought. He said that
he would have to have more power than
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he possessed in order to compile the figures
that I required. That proves to me very
conclusively how lax we have been in re-
spect of figures relating to accidents on
farms. Today such accidents are increas-
ing in number, yet there is little power for
the statistician to compile the figures I
want,

As time passes, farms are becoming more
mechanised, and more electrification and
modern machinery are being used; yet we
are not able to compile figures of accidents
on farms. We are not able to warn the
farmer, his family, or his employvees about
the dangers of interfering with high-power
tension wires which may pass through
farming properties; about the danger from
fallen power lines caused by storms; or
about the danger of interfering with elec-
tricity supplies with screwdrivers. These
are some of the dangers they are not aware
of, The education of the farming com-
munity in this State in this regard is a
* must today.

I hope to give some figures relating to
the position in England where the agricul-
tural areas and the amount of agricultursal
machinery used are much smeller compar-
ed with this State; nor can the electrifica-
tion on farms in England be compared
with the electrification faking piace in this
State. All these things have to be consid-
ered. We have heard of people on farms
being injured in accidents by being caught
in machines, by being run over by vehicles,
and by being drowned in the dams. Today
we are spreading out in the field of agri-
culture, and the number of accidents is
therefore increasing.

It is time that we compiled figures of
accidents on farms. We could help by
appointing an inspector to advise people
working on farms as tc the dangers of
modern machinery, electrification, ete. I
do not want to put this cost on to the
primary producers. The cost should be
borne by the State. Information of these
dangers should be given to farmers, so that
we could bring about prevention rather
than cure.

I now quote a few figures which 1 have
extracted from an English review. In Eng-
land there was a decrease reported in the
nuimber of people killed on farms. In Wales
and England the figures were 123 in 1959,
and 109 in 1960. 'This was considered to
be very encouraging. But although a re-
duction of 14 in number was welcomed,
and was a notable contribution to farm
safety, it did not seem to justify complac-
ency. A year in which 109 people lost their
lives through accidents on farms provides
a challenge which must be met and con-
quered. That will apply more so in West-
ern Australias when we are able to see the
true position; that is, when the statisties
are compiled.
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The English report next dealt with the
safety of children and stated that a really
saddening feature was the steep rise in the
last two years in the number of children
who were killed on farms in England and
Wales, In 1958, there were seven deaths
of young children, and that fisure rose in
1959 to 19. In 1960, hopes of fewer deaths
were dashed when the number increased
vet again to a total of 22, of which only
two related to children over 10 years old.
Six children whose ages ranged from one
to four years were drowned; two boys of
seven and eight years of age respectively
were burnt to death when bales caught fire
in a barn; and I\ children were run over
and killed by tractors, trailers, and lorries.
These are just some of the ways in which
tragedy strikes and ends the lives of child-
ren.

The report next deals with the old
people, It states that old people alse need
to be on their guard. Those who work
on the land seldom retire completely. They
often keep an odd field in which to run a
few sheep or bullocks, and in spite of their
age cannot resist the temptation to lend
a hand on the nearest farm in the busy
periods, such as hay time, shearing time
and harvest time. The danger lies in the
fact that few of us are willing to admit
that we are not as nimble on our feet
as we used to be, and that our reactions
have slowed down with the passing years.
In 1958, the total fatalities included nine
men over 65 years of age; in 1960, that
figure rose to 14 men, plus one woman.

Reading reports of these accidents it
hecomes quite clear that when one reaches
the 70's and 80°s one is not safe riding on
bales of hay. Many farmers lived to an
old age in the past, despite the hard work;
that happened because they were able to
avoid the quick pace of modern life and
modern machinery.

The result of awareness of this modern
trend in farming in England was an gver-
all reduction from 75 to 59 deaths caused
by machinery and implements of various
kinds. This shows that observance of
regulations and a greater awareness of
dangers are having the desired effect. But
the continuing danger in Western Austra-
lia as a result of electrification, mechan-
isation, and high-tension mains running
through farming bproperties proves con-
clusively that we have to consider very
carefully the question of farm safefy.

Mr. Lewis: Why pick out farms? Why
not pick out industrial establishments?

Mr. HALL: Industrial establishments are
governed by {factory inspections, safe-
working regulations, and all the rest. These
factors do not apply to farms. I am
bringing these matters forward so that
people working on farms may be instructed
on the safe use of machinery and plant.
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If we were to examine the newspaper re-
ports about accidents on farms we would
find that one person was killed by a power
auger, one was killed by a milking
machine, and another was caught up in
a compressor. I have singled out farms
because they are becoming more highly
mechanised and electrification is becoming
more popular. Today the farming people
are using new methods of farming which
did not exist in the past; by so doing they
are facing new hazards, The faster the
pace at which we go the quicker do we
pass away,

Another point I want to touch on con-
cerns the wool sales at Albany. These
sales were advocated in the past, and last
year we experienced the magnificent spec-
tacle of topping the sale price in the State.
If we were to go through the history of
wool sales in this State we would find
how they have increased in volume, A
small brochure offered by the woolbrokers
gives us some history of wool sales. If
states—

It is nearly four years since Albany
Woolstores Pty. Ltd. began operating
as the agent for the four Woolbrokers
in Western Australia and the sales
were held in Albany.

It seems worthwhile to review the
progress made in that time and to
make some comments about the future
of Albany as a wool selling centre.

As the volume of wool grown behind
Albany built up in the pre-war years,
there was an increasing pressure from
growers to provide selling facilities
there; particularly as it was known
that Albany could be relatively easily
served by overseas ships.

Brokers, of course, had in mind the
abortive attempts to sell Albany wool
immediately after the war and felt that
any fresh plan would have to have the

backing of all concerned in the
industry if it were to succeed.
We gained that support; and now,

following a recent approach to the Albany
Woolsiores Pty. Ltd. those in charge there
. have included a fifth sale on their schedule
for next vear. The first sale will be held
on the 3rd and 4th October, 1961; sale
two on the 14th and 15th November, 1961;
sale three on the 20th December, 1961;
sale four on the 13th and 14th February,
1962; and sale five on the 1st and 2nd May,
1962.

The establishment of this additional sale
in 1962 will mean a complete continuity
of employment because buyers, sellers, and
producers will deal at that centre. The
necessity for the fifth sale has been brought
about by the early autumn shearing. This
yvear Fremantle had the privilege of hand-
ling the early autumn wool from the Great
Southern area. If we get the support of

with fact.
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our farming community, I have no doubt
that Albany’s fifth wool sale will be estab-
lished for evermore as a permanency.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman):
honourable member has another
minutes.

Mr. HALL: Associated with the wool
sales are the complementary industries
such as the scouring works and the fell-
mongering works which could be estab-
lished at Albany without any difficulty.
At the moment our wool is exported out-
side the ambit of Awustralia. However,
there is ho reason at all that the wool
should not be scoured inside Australia, and
inside this State, and then exported. .I
have made representations from time to
time to the Jandskot scourers and I have
mentioned the matter to our Minister for
Industrial Development.

Mr, Bickerton: You would be wasting
your time.

The
five

Mr. HALL: However, I am sorry to say
that no action has been taken. I would
submit this matter to the members of the
Country Party hecause I suggest that at
the moment they are being taken for a ride
since they do not receive their full reward.
My opinion is that they should form g
co-operative scouring and fellmongering
works that could operate in conjuction
with the Albany wool sales. If we cannot
persuade private enterprise to leave the
centralised areas we will have to approach
the matter from another angle. For in-
stance, the Albany Woollen Mills were
started by pecple in the town who took out
shares of £1. For many years the industry
battled; and, thanks to the Hawke GoVe
ernment, it resisted a move for its centralie
sation. It has been of the greatest bene-
fit to the whole community, and to Albany
in particular.

Mr. Bovell: That is not in accordance

Mr. HALL: It is in accordance with fact.
I was working there for 30 years, so I
should know.

Mr. Bovell: I also have some knowledge
of the situation.

Mr. HALL: There was a rnove to centra-
lise the industry, and prior to that we had
assistance from the Hawke Government to
the tune aof £30,000 at 5 per cent. The
Government waived the first mortgage to
enable the industry to establish iiself
firmly.

Mr. Tonkin: The Minister’s interjection
was a stab in the dark.

Mr. Bovell: It is not a shot in the dark.

Mr. HALL: I make this suggestion to the
farmers who sit behind the Government
bench, because the suggestion is & very
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worthy one. If private enterprise will not
establish itself outside the metropolitan
area, we will have t0 take action ourselves;
and a co-operative -scouring works would
be the answer, with the shareholders being
the beneficiaries of their own efforts.

The other point I would like to touch on
in the few brief moments I have left is the
development of Albany’s third berth. Over
1,000,000 tons has passed through that port
this year.

Mr. Roberts: What was the gross ton-
nage of cargo handled?

Mr. Rowberry: He did not know that
himself until you asked the question the
other day.

Mr. HALL: In 1961 we handled 1,146,428
tons. It will be realised that with the
completion of the grain silos which make
it a three-grain terminal port, a necessity
has arisen for a third berth and a fore-
shore road to serve it., The member for
Bunbury has been taking oats from Albany
for many years, and now these will be lost
to him. Something like 50,000-0dd tons
have bheen going from Albany through
Bunbury. The third berth is essential,
especially when we consider the develop-
ment which is taking place in the hinter-
land. - When we study the facts and figures
which were supplied to us the other day,
we gain a fair impression of the growing
population of cattle and sheep. The
cattle population is growing even Ifaster
than that of the sheep.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
.The honourable member’s time has expired.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilhara) [3.38 p.m.]:
Over the past few days the walls of this
Chamber have heen vibrating to the sounds
of Moola Bulla, and I would like to take
this opportunity to do my best to put the
record somewhat straight in connection
with many of the accusations made by the
member for South Perth regarding the
conduet of that sale by the previous Gov-
ernment,

The member for South Perth, for rea-
sons best known to himself, has raised
this matter after a period of some five
or six years. I am of the opinion that it
was raised possibly for the purpose of draw-
ing a red herring across the discussions
taking place on the State Building Sup-
plies sale, and also perhaps for some poli-
tical advantage which may have been
gained with regard to the by-election at
Victoria Park.

Whatever his reasons may have been,
I have looked through both speeches he
has made on this matter, and I have lis-
tened to him; and I would say that his
melodramatic utterances, so far as I can
see, have very little foundation. He has
referred to reports which the Government
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received at the time and which should have
been against its making the sale; but I ¢can
assure this Chamber that I have looked
through all theose files and through the
Hansards of the time the sale took place;
and I believe--and the files prove it—that
without a doubt the Government of the
time acted in perfectly good faith in the
best interests of the taxpayers and on the
recommendations of those people who
were available to it to advise it what
should be done with Moola Bulla.

To get this thing in proper perspective
we have to go back to the sale of this
station at the particular time and what
actually took place in regard to it in this
Chamber. Hansard at that time shows
that the only objections raised—if we can
call them ohjections—hy the Opposition of
that time were five questions in this
House in regard to the sale. One of those
was a request to lay upon the Table of the
House the very papers that are on the
Table at the moment. Possibly some addi-
tions have been made hecause of what
has occurred since then; but from what
I can see, the Opposition of that time
raised no objections whatever to the sale.

The member for South Perth, who I
understand has been here since =about
1956, has at no time made any reference,
as far as I can gather from the search
I have made through Hansard, regarding
the actual sale of Moola Bulla. Whether
or not his remarks on the Warburton
Range native investigation contained any
reference to the sale, I do not know; but
a search of Hansard proves that at no
time during the five or six years that have
elapsed since the sale has he seen fit to
bring before this House any complaints
either about the sale of Moola Bulla or
the subsequent operation of the station
hy the successful tenderer.

Mr. Grayden: I did not know the facts
uritil the other day.

Mr. BICKERTON: And I can assure the
honourable member for South Perth that
he did not know the facts the other day,
either, as I will shortly prove to him;
because T have a copy of both his speeches,
and members will be surprised at how
much the two of them differ. The first
speech made by the honourable member
was something that he picked up from
where I do not khow, hut he made a lot
of wild guesses and made up the rest with
a lot of wild gestures and, as 1 said pre-
viously, melodramatic utterances. In actual
fact when he did quote a definite figure
that figure was nowhere near the one
shown on the files, as is illustrated by his
second speech, which he made after he
had looked at the files.

I believe that the purpose of the honour-
able member’'s first speech was to make
these announcements, and he hoped the
maftter would not go any further; because
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knowing all these terrible things, as he
said he did, he did not even go to the
trouble to ask to have the files tabled.
That had to be done by the member for
Mt. Lawley; and it was only when that
request was granted by the Minister for
Lands that the member for South Perth
went through the files and found out
just how wrong he really was in his
original utterances regarding the sale of
Moola Bulla.

Mr. Grayden: The situation was far
worse than I thought it was when I first
spoke.

Mr. BICKERTON: ‘The situation had
no connection with the honourable mem-
ber’s original speech. HIowever, we will
come to the speech of the honourable
member very soon; atf this stage I would
like to keep the records straight and show
what took place when this sale was made
by the previous Government. The first
reference to the matter is to be found in
Hansard No. 1 of 1955 at page 8 when
a question was asked by the then Leader
of the Opposition, Sir Ross McLarty, of
the Minister for Native Weifare: It was
a question without notice, and it read—

Will he lay upon the Table of the
House all papers in connection with
the sale of the Moola Bulla cattle
station? .

The Minister replied:

I have no objection to laying on the
‘Tahle all papers thai are under the
jurisdiction of the Native Welfare De-
partment, but the actual sale of Moola
Bulla was effected by the Lands De-
partment. So far as the Native Wel-
fare Department is concerned, I shall
be only too happy to lay the relevant
papers on the Table.

Then Sir Ross McLlarty asked another
question without notice of the Minister for
Lands which tread as follows:—

Will he lay on the Table of the
House all papers in connection with
the sale of the Moola Bulla cattle
station?

The Minster replied—
Yes, next week.

Those papers were duly laid upon the
Table of this House. The next question
on this matter is to be found on page
67 of the same Hansard, on the 10th
August, and it was asked by Mr. Ross
Hutchinson. The question reads as fol-
lows:—

Will the overlanding of 3,600 hbul-
locks from WMopola Bulla station to
Moree, New South Sales, constituie a
breach of contract or a breach of
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faith with contracts made by the pre-
vious management of the station or
with any contract made with the Gov-
ernment by the present management?

The Premier replied—

Under the contract, the purchaser
of Mogla Bulla is required to retain
on the property 15,000 head of cattle.

Sitting suspended from 345 to 4.6 p.m.

My. BICKERTON: I was dealing with
the questions asked regarding Moola Bulla
Station just before the sale of the pro-
perty. I quote a question which was
asked on the 10th August, 1955. It will be
found on page 67 of Hansurd for that
vear. I again repeat that the question
was asked of the then Premier by the pre-
sent Chief Secretary. t reads as fol-
lows:—

Will the overianding of the 3,600
bullocks from Moola Bulla Station to
Moree, New South Wales, constitute
a breach of contract or a breach of
faith with contracts made by the pre-
vious management of the station or -
with any contract made with the Gov~
ernment by the present management?

The Premier of the time replied:

Under the contract the purchaser
of Moola Bulla is reqguired to retain
on the property 15,000 head of cattle.
As far as can be ascertained, the over-
landing of 3,600 bullocks does not
constitute a breach ¢f the contract.

Prior to the sale, 700 bullocks were
delivered to Wyndham, and tentative
arrangements made for the delivery of
850 on the 23rd August and 500 on
the 28th August by the purchaser.

The matter never arose again until the 13th
September, 1855, when another question
was asked again by the present Chief
Secretary. The question was—

(1) Hoew many tenders were received
for the purchase of Moola Bulla

station?
(2) What was the amount tendered by
the owner, . Goldman?
(3) Was this the highest tender?
(4) If not—
{(a) What other fenders were
higher?
(b) What were the amounts ten-
dered ?

The Premier of the day replied:

(1) Moola Bulla was advertised in two
sections. One tender only was re-
ceived for No. 1 section, 7 tenders
for No. 2 section, and 3 for the
whole station.
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(2) Mrs. M. W, Goldman tendered
£92,500 for Section 1. Mr, A.
gzoldrznan tendered £7,500 for Sec-
on 2.

(3) Yes, for the separate sections.

(4) (a) One, for the whole station.
However, the tenderer was
unable to lodge the required
cash deposit, and this tender
was therefore inadmissible,

(b No. 1 section—

(1) The accepted tender,
£92,500.

No. 2 section—
(i) £7,500.
(i) £5,000.
(iii) £5,000.
(iv) £2,150.
(v) £2,000.
{vi) £1,000.
(vii) £500.

The whole station, i.e., both Nos. 1
and 2 sections—

(1) £120,000—inadmissible as no
cash deposit lodged.

(iiy £20,000, plus £5,000 per annum
for 20 years.

(iil) £64,000.

This matter next arcse in the House in
connection with natives; and as the mem-
ber for South Perth was dealing with
- natives, I shall read the question in con-
nection with this. It was asked by the
present Chief Secretary and is as follows
together with the reply:—

- (1) Did he read the Press state-

: ment in The West Australian of the
30th August, headed '“Natives at Fitz-
roy Live in Squalor”?

(2) Is it a fact that already several
native children have died from a virus
influenza, brought on by the shock-
ing conditions since their arrival at
Fitzroy Crassing from Moola Bulla
station?.

(3) Is it a faet that the owner of
Moola Bulla did not want the natives
to leave his station, but desired them
to stay, as reported by Mr. Gill, the
teacher?

(4) Why were the natives moved to
Fitzroy Crossing?

(5) Has the department transferred
any of the natives back to Moola
Bulla,; and if so, how many?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes,

(2) No. Of the five children who re-
cently died at Pitzroy Crossing, two
were brought in from Gq Go, two from

Christmas Creek, and one from Bo-
hemia Downs. Not one of the ex-Moola
Bulla children has died at Fitzroy
Crossing.

(3) No. The new owner demanded
that all the natives be removed from
the property. Mr. Gill was not pre-
sent when these demands were made
and is not in a position to comment.

(4) The natives were removed fto
Fitzroy Crossing at their own request.

(5) No. The department does not
transfer natives unless requested to do
50 by the natives. None of the natives
have requested the department to re-
turn them to Moola Bulla.

The final question in connection with
this matter was the following one asked
by the present Minister for Industrial
Development—

{1) Before tenders for the purchase of
Moola. Bulla were accepted, con-
currently therewith or subsequent
thereto, was any approach made
o the Government or the depart-
ment, for the natives at. Moola
Bulla to be taken care of by a
church mission or other such
body?

(2) If so, what was the nature, and
what was the decision in respect
of such offer?

The Minister replied:

The  Presbyterian Board of
Missions made an approach to
take over Moola Bulla native
station as a mission some years
ago, but this was rejected in
favour of assisting them to estab-
lish Wotjulum mission at Yampi
Sound.

Subsequent to the acceptance of
tenders the Australian Board of
Missions approached the success-
ful tenderer regarding the estab-
lishment of a mission at Moola
Bulla and the Commissioner of
Native Welfare was invited to take
part in the preliminary discussion.
He declined on the ground that
he would be unable to commit the
CGiovernment and that the board
would be better advised to com-
plete its negotiations with the
tenderer and then submit a de-
finite proposal to the department
for gonsiderat.ion by the Govern-
ment.

No such proposal or formal ap-
plication to establish a mission at
Moola Bulla has been received by
the department.

I apologise to members for possibly bor-
ing them with five questions asked at that
time on this matter. The reason for doing



{Thursday, 2¢ August, 1961.]1

so was to show what iook place at the
actual time as a result of the sale of this
station. A search of Hansard will prove
that those were the only inquiries made
by the then Opposition. If, as the member
for South Perth would have us believe,
the sale was such a terrible thing, and
the conditions of it were so bad, one would
have thought that the then Opposition,
which is now the present Government,
being a responsible body—as one would
hope it was—would have raised this matter
at the time, had it not been satisfied with
the information contained in the papers
which were laid on the Table of this House.

The member for South Perth, in his
first outburst on this matter, after some
five years of silence, had this to say onh
page 205 of Hansard No. 2 of the current
session—

All the tenderers, reputable people,
were prepared to pay cash for it, but
they were ignored; and the Labor
Government sold it to Mr. Goldman,
I understand, on a deposit of £5,000.
I understand that, instead of putiing
up the cash for £5,000 he used his
house in Como, which was worth
about £5,000, as a deposit and he pur-
chased a property which is worth
£500,000.

From the flles, and from the member for
South Perth’s own words in his second
speech, he knows that now fo he abso-
lutely incorrect.

Mr. Grayden: All I said was, “I under-
stand.”

Mr. BICKERTON: I do not care how
the member puts it; but as I said before,
the member for South Perth obviously
dug up some information from amongst
the cobwebs—second-hand at that—and
did not bother to verify it. Then he
centred the whole of his speech on that
fact. Members in this Chamber will re-
call that at that time when the member
for South Perth spoke he said, to use his
words, “the property was practically given
away on a mere deposit of £5,000 which
was nof in cash, but a mortgage on a
house.” Further, in his speech, he went
on to say—

Yet the then Labor Government sold
it to Mr. Goldman for £100,000, and
the only item which was put forward
as a deposit was Mr. Goldman’s house
in Comao.

Members will see how he keebs harping
on this matter to belittle that transaction.

Mr, Grayden: After having made it quite
clear that I only ‘understood.”

Mr. Rowberry: The member’'s under-
standing is a minus quantity.

Mr. BICKERTON: All I can say is that
now the member for South Perth under-
stands” differently, as will be shown in his
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second speech; and only two or three days
lapsed between the two of them. One
would have thought that he would have
the decency, rather than go off on another
tangent altogether, to say, “I made a mis-
take regarding the terms of the sale; they
are so-and-so according to the files.”
However, he did not see fit to do that.
He even went on to say—

Yet the people who are making
these extravagant statements—

%i think he was referring to the Opposi-
on—

Mr. Grayden; Read the lot!

Mr. BICKEERTON: It is not going to
take me as long as it took the honourable
member. To continue—

Yet the people who are making
these extravagant statements—I think
the member for East Perth even re-
ferred to the Covernment as heing
arch conspirators and made reference
to scandals and all that sort of thing
—are those who sold a State assel,
valued at £1,000,000, for £100,000

Further down, the honourable member
went on to say—

Further, when the purchaser could
not find the £5,000 cash as a deposif,
they accepted his house instead. .

We know that to be absolutely incorrect.
If what I have read out from the hon-
ourable member’'s speech is proved by the
files to be wrong, it is reasonable to as-
sume that little reliance can be placed on
anything in that honourable member’'s
speech, particularly his first one.

Mr. Hawke: In any speech he makes.

Mr. BICKERTON: He went on to say—

These people who are now making
these extravagant statements were not
negotiating with a reputable man
when they entered into the negotia-
tions. They brushed aside the offers
of cash and accepted instead the
terms I have described.

The files distinctly show, as I will point
out later, that no offer of cash was made
by any of the tenderers; so offers of this
kind were certainly not brushed aside.
The records show the offer of a certain
deposit and certain terms. So no-one was
brushed off as far as an offer of cash
was concerned.

Mr. Grayden: There were others not
shown on the file. For instance, Bell
Bros.

Mr, BICKERTON: Now the member for
South Perth is going off on to something
different. When I commenced dealing
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with Moola Bulla I said I would do so
in relation to what appears on these files.
If the member for South Perth knows of
something that is not on the files I should
think his first action would be, if he is
honest about it, to get up in this House
and ask the Ministers concerned if they
would table the papers not on the file, And
if any such papers exist, he should agree
with the Opposition and allow a Royal
Commission to see where they went to.

Mr. Gravden: You know perfectly well
that Bell Bros. made a cash offer.

Mr. BICKERTON: I do not know that
Bell Bros. made a cash offer. All I know
zbout Moola Bulla is what is on these
files; and 1 am taking what is on them as
being correet. If that is not the position,
the member for South Perth should do
something about it. To throw his own
words back in his teeth, the honourable
member said the other night that the
reason why he could not support a Royal
Commission was that it was not necessary
kecause everything was on the filee He
said, “What is the use of a Royal Com-
mission because what I am talking about
is all on the files?” He cannot have it
both ways.

Mr, Rowherry: He is on the spit now.

Myr. BICKERTON: So much for the
first speech of the member for South Perth.
His second speech, of which I have a
proof here, is very little different from his
first except that he has corrected all the
wild statements about deposits. However,
he has been equally sweeping in his accu-
sations that something went on that was
not quite correct in connection with this
sale: and he was careful not to actually
refer to whether it appeared in the files.

He referred to a report of the pastoral
inspector at the time and mentioned that
according to that report many undesirable
things—or words to that effect—actually
tock place. A little later on I will deal
with the report of the pastoral inspector
at the time of the sale. Apparently the
member for South Perth flipped over the
prage and left that report out, but men-
tioned another one later on. I will deal
with the report of the pastoral inspector
hefors the sale took place,

Mru. Grayden: There is more than one;
it is the second one.

Mr. Hawke: I bet the member for South
Perth took the report that suited him and
left the others out.

Mr. BICKERTON: The honourable mem-
het’s second speech also mentioned some-
thing to the effect that the highest tender
was not accepted. We know that to be
incorrect, because the highest admissible
tender was accepted.
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Mr. Grayden: The highest tender was
got accepted. There were two higher ten-
BTS.,

Mr. BICKERTON: I come back to the
recommendations made in connection with
the sale before the Government decided
to actually sell Moola Bulla. The file
contains much detailed information, and
shows why the Native Welfare Depart-
ment, at the time, considered it could not,
in its opinion, make a proposition of the
show and would therefore rather guit it.
It is not for me fo say whether the in-
formation at my disposal is right or wrong:
I am only going by what is on the file.
The negotiations made culminated in a
report from the Commissioner of Native
Weliare to the Minister; and the commis-
sioner's letter reads as follows:—

I find the task and problems of
maintaining this huge cattle station
is beyond the normal capacity of this
department. For years, the depart-
ment has attempted to catry on its wel-
fare work in econjunction with the
management of the station as a reve-
nue-producing adjunct, but I am con-
vinced now that it is not only & finan-
eial liability, which will be vastly in-
creased if the water project is put
under way, but that the institutional
work of the settlement is being
seriously cultailed by the cattle
station activities.

For instance, the manager-superin-
tendent (Mr. McBeath) spends by far
the greater part of his time out on
the run and elsewhere tending cattle,
and during bhis absence the inmates
are not subjected to any really respon-
sible or effective supervision. As a
consequence, there is much about
Moola Bulla that causes me grave con-
cern. Recently the settlement was
visited by the Superintendent of Edu-
cation (Mr. Thornbury) who came
here specially to convey to me his
grave concern with the current state
of affairs at the station. There is ne
point in my going into closer detail
in this respect.

Some time ago 1 discussed this
problem with the Senior Assistant and
the Treasurer (Mr. Byfield) and the
Public Service Commissioner (Mr.

© Taylor) and both agreed that it would
be in the best interests of the depart-
ment and the natives if the instifu-
tion was separated from the station.
Yesterday I rang Mr. Byfield who
again agreed on this point.

I would strongly recommend your
approval for the transfer of the in-
stitution from its present site to one
near the new Halls Creek townsite.
The Moola Bulla boundary adjoins the
townsite and, if you approve of my
recommendation, a fair portion of the
existing station property could be re-
tained for institutional purposes.
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Details affecting the transfer could
be worked out and submitted when
the Government's decision on the
matter is known.

(8gd.) 5. G. MIDDLETON,
Commissioneyr of Native Affairs.

That was the result of the investigations
made by the Native Welfare Department
and the recommendations which it made
to the Minister at the time for the dis-
posal of that station. There is another
report from Mr. Johnson, the pastoral in-
spector, to the Surveyor-General concern-
inz the same matter. This report covers
about 12 pages in very close type. I do
not intend to weary the House by reading
the whole of it., The centre of the report
deals mostly with suggestions regarding
certain boundaries, the branding of cattle,
the selling of cattle, and so on. The most
important part of this document appears
at the beginning and at the end: in other
words, his first suggestions and his sum-
ming up. Mr. Johnson’s report is con-
trary to the one read hy the member for
South Perth.

Mr. Grayden:
the sale.

That was written before
Read the one after the sale.

Mr. BICKERTON: I am going to in a
moment. Mr. Johnson’s xeport commences
as follows:—

1 wish to advise that I have just
completed a very long and thorough
inspection of the total area of Moola
Bulla Native Station, and all the im-
provements thereon, and although I
must confess te at first being in
favour of removing the indizent na-
tives to an establishment at, or near,
Hall's Creek, before allotting certain
areas of land to whoever may happen
to be the successful applicants, and
then disposing of all stock and im-
provements at auction, I am afraid
that I cannot see now how this can
effectively be carried out, neither can
I see just how the land could be
allotted in blocks, and all cattle pas-
turing on those areas be sold to the
person to whom the country might he
granted.

After reading the following sugges-
tions and comments which I shall en-
deavaur to bring forth in this report,
I think that you must agree that
there is only one way in which the
effective disposal of Moola Bulla can
be carried out.

First I would like to state that the
disposal of this Government station
should be carried ouf in the quickest
possible manner; this I consider to be
urgent, otherwise there is every likeli-
hood of a smash unless there should
be an early wet season, which could
possibly save the situation.
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Mr. McBeath, the tanager-super-
intendent of this station, has resigned
from the public service owing to a
fall-out with—

—another person; I do not think it is
necessary for me to mention his name—

—the Native Affairs officer for the
district, who has asked Mr. J. Ben-
nett, the stock overseer, to take over
the management of this praperty.

He goes on with a few scathing remarks
regarding Mr. Benne{l, and it will not
hurt if that is left out. The report con-
finues—

Also, the wells on which the cattle
are watering are azlready heginning to
give out, as are the waterholes which
in most cases are already dry.

Generally the feed for miles around
the main waters is non-existent, and
where there is good feed, water is not
available.

I do not wish to appear an alarmisi,
but I am frankly of the opinion that
many cattle will be lost this year
unless there should happen to be an
early wet, and as I feel sure that Mr.
Bennett is not the man to deal with
the situation, I can only recommend
that the Government get out of Moola
Bulla as quickly as possible and let
someane else have the worry of pro-
viding waters where there is feed for
the stock. Therefore, I recommend
that the following pian be adopted.

He went on to recommend the cutting up
of this area. The final part of his report
had this to say—

Frankly I do think that the Gov-
ernment would do well to accept whai-
ever the highest figure offered for the
stock, and the homestead block on a
walk-in, walk-out basis, and even if
the price for the cattie be brought as
low as £5 per head, overall, for a total
of 14,000 head the amount gained will
be £70,000, which is not too bad when
you take into consideration the price
gained for Rosewood was only £50,000,
and this for a fully improved property
with a total of 27,000 head of cattle,
I think, and it must also be remem-
bered that Rosewocod was sold at the
peak of the boom years.

Finally I would suggest that the
cattle not be sold at a price per head
overall without the land alse being
disposed of in conjunction with same,
otherwise the immediate earning
capacity of the blocks will not any
longer exist, and applicants will not
feel disposed towards paying a fair
price for the value of improvements
which are worth very little without
the livestock. Also I would mention
that there will be a certain number
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of applicants from this area alone
who will be endeavouring to dummy
for the big pastoral companies, and
it would be as well to be on the look-
out for these individuals.

In closing I might mention that
Moola Bulla is considered to be one
of the best properties in the Kim-
berleys, and is certainly the best in
the East -Kimberley. It is also one of
the best the writer has seen in W.A.,
and I feel sure there will be many
applicants for the land, however 1 do
think that the applicants to whom
this land is allocated will require a
substantial surplus of finance for im-
provement work otherwise all will be
wasted, and the lahd will revert into
areas such as some of the unimproved
holdings that I have previously men-
tioned.

And it is signed “R. F., Johnson, Pastoral
Inspector.”

The point ¥ wish to make here is that
from the early investigations into . this
matter the Native Welfare Department,
on the one hand, recommended to the
Government that the station be sold;
and here we have the pastoral officer’s re-
port which says the Government would
be doing well if it received a top figure
of £70,000 for that property; and the re-
port goes on to instance the case of
Rosewoed being sold for £90,0000 I do
not wish to compare the values of both
stations, because I do not know enough
about either of them. I am merely endeav-
ouring to point out the reasons leading
up to the calling of tenders for Moola
Bulla Station.

A committee was set up by the then
Government to look into the matter and
advise the Government whether the sta-
tion should he retained or whether it
shouid be so0ld, in view of the reports
from the Native Welfare Department and
the pasteral inspector. The committee
set up to investigate this matter con-
sisted of Mr. A. H. Telfer, Under-Secretary
for Mines; Mr. H. W. Byfield, from the
Treasury; Mr. G, K. Baron Hay, Director
of Agriculture; and Mr. 8. G. Middleton.
Commissioner of Native Welfare; and M.
W. V. Fyfe was the other member.

It can be seen, that up to that stage the
then Government could not have acted in
a better manmner. It received these reports,
which said the station must be disposed
of. The Government then appointed a
committee to look into the matter, and
its recommendations were along the same
lines. The Government then called tenders,
and an advertisement appeared in papers
throughout Australia. I think that is an
important point at this stage; namely,
that tenders were called. Anyone who
criticises the sale now, or did so before,
had ample opportuniiy to tender for this
station. which proved, in the long run, to
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be so profitable—according to the words
of the member for South Perth—to so
many people.

Tenders were called, and I would now
like te read a precis of aetion undertaken
for the information of the Land Board as
a result of the tenders. It is signed by
Mr. E. R. Denny, Acting Assistant Under-
Secretary for Lands. It says—

Precis of action faken for the in-
formation of the members of the Land
Board.

1. Tenders were called for the sale
of the station in two parts, viz.—

(a) Section 1 of 708,833 acres, in-
cluding all fixed and mov-
able improvements thereon
and the whole of the “Moola

: Bulla” stock.

(b) Section 2 of 415,000 acres in-
cluding the fixed improve-
ments thereon.

The successful tenderer of Section 2
has until the 30th September, 1956,
the right to purchase up to 2,000
head of breeders from the successful
tenderer of Section 1. The successiul
tenderer of Section 1 has the right to

muster “Moole Bulla” stock on the
area Section 2 until the 30th Septem-
ber, 1956.

2. Tenders have closed. Four

tenders have been received for the
whole property, viz., Sections 1 and 2—

Here are the four tenders— c

(1) Jesse Lugg, and Ruth Lillian
Lugg, both of Wellard

(2} M. Goldman and A. Gold-
man, both of 28 Hazel
Street, Como .

{(3) C. B. Pratt; L. B. Pratt;
5. Allen and F. Jolley of
Ormend  Hsll, 20B New
South Head Road, Vaucluse,
Sydney ... .

(Plus £5,000 per annum for
20 years efter expiration of
the first year)

{4) P. G. Hampshire and Sons,
c/0 National Bank ef Aus-
tralasia Ltd., Perth ..

(This tender was inadmis-
sible as no deposit accom-
panled 1t)

Mr. Grayden: That is £120,000.

Mr. BICKERTON: I am quite aware of
that. I am not over-bright, but I was able
to work that out when I went through
the file.

I will now go on with the information
that was put before the Land Board. It
reads—

3. Although Mr. Lugg and the
Pratt Syndicate have not mentioned
it, Messrs. Goaldman have stated that
they would not be interested in the
purchase of either part only.

120,000

100,000

20,000

64,125
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4. Mr. Lugg is depending upon the
proceeds of land resumed at Wellard
for the Kwinana project, to provide
the deposit of £12,000. From in-
quiries I have made it seems very
doubtful whether the amount antici-
pated by Mr. Lugg will he available
from that source. He has not yet sub-
mitted his claim to the Public Works
Department.

The precis goes on to list the tenders for
the second section. I will not go into
this in detail, but they range from £5§,000
down to £500. To continue—

6. No tender has been received
for No. 1 section only—that carrying
most of improvements and all of the
stock.

7. Cabinet has now agreed that the
Station may be disposed of to the same
interests. The {wo partners will have
to select a separate selection.

That came ahout by reason of the fact
that the Land Act lays it down that
1,000,000 acres only can be held by one
person. Before this went to the Land
Board it was necessary to ascertain
whether the Government would agree to
these two people combining their acreage;
and the Government apparently had no
abjection. Mr. Denny goes on—

9. It is now necessary to arrange
an early meeting of the Land Board
to decide which of the tenderers are
to be invited to appear before the
board.

That is an important point, because it is
the Land Board which, at all times, is
dealing with this matter—except to confer
with the Government of the day on tech-
nical matters, and later to have it con-
firmed by the Minister for Lands., The
precis continues—

10. If any tender is accepted for
Section 2 only, we will not be able to
dispose of Section 1.

That is to indicate they preferred an over-
all tender. It continues—

11. If it is decided by the Land
Board to dispese of the Station to the
same interests in two separate sec-
tions, the tender of Messrs, M. and A.
Goldman appears to be the only one
worth considering. A copy of the ten-
der is attached hereto.

And finally—

12. Mr. Goldman is anxious to have
an early decision as, if he is to take
over by the 1st July, he must com-
mence arrangements without delay.
He also wishes to leave for Sydney
early next week to ascertain if he can
arrange an early settlement of the
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moneys owing on “Hughenden" Sta-
tion, as he would use this money to
pay us part or whole of the balance
of purchase money.

From that, it will be seen that the case
put before the Land Board was to the
effect that it shouid bhe the one to choose
the successful tenderer; and after the
mecting of the Land Board—just to tidy
the matter up—there was a letter from
the Land Board addressed to Mr, Gold-
man as follows;—

With reference to your application
for the lands comprised in Moola Bulla
Station, I have to inform you that the
Land Board, after considering the ap-
plications, allotted the land to you,
subject to the approval of the Hon.
Minister for Lands subject to the con-
dition that the leases will be issued
subject to completion of the necessary
Bills of Sale and Mortgages, to the
satisfaction of the Hon. Minister, and
also subject to the following condi-
tions;—

(a) That the applicants will pay
for the cost of moving any
cattle from Moola Bulla Sta-
tion to Wyndham should they
be moved before the date of de-
livery of the Station.

(b} That the applicants will arrange
for the survey of the boundaries
of the proposed leases and for
the payment thereof.

[The Actling Speaker (Mr. Crommelin)
took the Chair.]

So the Land Board considered the ten-
ders and decided to select the two nut in
by the two Goldmans. Up to date we can
see that recommendations were made by
the Department of Native Welfare, and
the pastoral department for the sale of
Moola. Bulla Station, and tenders were
called and certain tenders were accepted
by the Land Board.

Now I want to deal with the many com-
plaints made by the member for South
Perth in connection with the way that
Mr. Goldman apparently ran his property.
There are two very distinet matters here:
One is whether or not the sale was open
and above board, and in the interests of
the taxpayer: and the other is what hap-
pened after the sale. On the first point
we say that without any doubt Cabinet at
the time acted in what it considered to be
the best interests of the taxpayer, and on
the advice given to it.

But, of course, after the sale took place
it appears, from reading the reports, that
Goldman did run this station in, to say the
least, rather a funny way. Be that as it
may, he saw fit, after selling a certain num-
ber of cattle off the station, to come to
an arrangement with one, Stein, to sell for
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g certain sum of money. But he retained
the leases of the property until he was
later given permission to transfer them.

About that time another report was
made by pastoral inspector Johnson; and,
of course, it is easy to be wise after the
event. Mr. Johnson went on to the sta-
tion; and his report, to say the least of it,
indicates very little good as far as Mr.
Goldman is concerned. Again, as the re-
port is a lengthy one, I have no inten-
tion of reading it; but it would appear that
in the opinion of Mr. Johnson, Mr. Gold-
man ran the station to suit himself and
not for the benefit of the State.

Mr. Grayden:
£368,000 worth of stock and buildings.

Mr. BICKERTON: Yes; he did. But
the point I am making now is this: What
could bhe done about it? The sale was
open and above hoard. What action could
the Government have taken because of
Mr. Johnson's report—if, indeed,
correct? .

First of all, let me refer to a depart-
mental minute put up to the Minister for
Lands about the same time as the report
was made by Mr, Johnson—about the
period that Mr. Goldman applied for an
extension of time in which to pay the in-
stalments. Up until that stage, Geldman
had done one thing: apparently he had
kept up to date with the conditions of his
tender and had met his instalments on
time. This is the minute addressed to the
Minister—

I refer you to leiter at page 168
from A. Goldman, wherein he re-
quests an extension of time until the
2nd January, 1860, to meet the next
principal instalment which will he due
on the 1st July, 1859, towards the pur-
chase of “Maola Bulla” Station,

2. As stated by the Accountant on
previous page, the purchase price of
“Moola Bulla” Station was £100,000,
of which £57,865 14s. 6d. has been
paid by Goldman, leaving the prin-
cipal outstanding £42,134 5s. 6d.

3. The next instalment due on the
1st July next, inecluding interest,
amounts to £19,327 12s, 4d.

4, In addition to the security of the
property itself, this department fur-
ther secured itself by way of a trans-
fer to the Minister for Lands of a
mottgage held by Goldman over
“Hughenden’; Station, which is a pro-
perty in Queensland valued at ap-
proximately £50,000.

5. Payments due under the '"Hugh-
enden” mortgage are being received
as set out by the Accountant in his

. minute hereunder, and the instalments

He alsa says he so]d.

it was

{ASSEMBLY.]

of principal and interest on ‘XMool
Bulla” have been met to date b
Goldman.

6. “Moola Bulla” has been solt
under a Contract of Sale by Goldmazr
to K. Stein and, apparently, under th
contract Goldman is to receive ap
proximately £17,000 on the 1lst Janu.
ary, 1860, which amount Goldman i
depending on to meet the next instal
ment of purchase money due hy hin
to this department. I have nc doub
that even if the department does no
agree to the extension of time in whicl
to meet the next payment, Goldmar
will raise the required amount ir
some manner, as he has advised mxe
verbally that he will make every effort
to avoid a default.

7. The Accountant is of the opinior
that the extension could be grantec
and, as the department is fully secured
I think we should not harass Goldmar
unduly, and recommend your approva.
to the extension sought.

8. The only default made by Gold-
man is in the matter of fencing and,
in this regard, I would refer you to the
minute at pages 166 and 167 here-
under by the Surveyor General whose
recommendation in paragraph 9 of his
minute will be followed up when a
decision has been reached regarding
Goldman’s application for the exten-
sion of {ime in which to meet the next
instalment of purchase money.

That was the only breach of the contract
after the sale took place—if we can call a
request for an extension of time a breach.

The Minister’s remarks were—

Extension as recommended is
proved.

ap-~

One of the principal points made by the
member for South Perth was that the
generous terms oh which Goldman obtained
this property were such that they made the
transaction a seandal. One, therefore,
might well say that he should not have
received any extensions, However, I am
of the opinion that the extensions were in
order in accordance with the conditions
under which they were given.

The reply of the Minister regarding
whether or not Goldman should be held to
his contract in conneection with the fenc-
ilng—the only other breach—is as fol-
ows :—

Subjeet to pre-payment to the de-
partment of all moneys due on the
“Moola Bulla” leases, I approve—

(a) The waivure of the fencing
condition attached to Gold-
man's agreement.
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(b) The transfer of the respective
leases providing the transfer-
ees are eligible to acquire the
areas.

It will not be necessaty to obtain
from Mr, Thom an agreement that he
will spend on the property any specific
amount for fencing and/or watering
points, but upon transfer of the leases
care must be taken to ensure that the
improvement and stocking conditions
are being complied with, in accordance
with the provisions of Sections 102 and
103 of the Land Act,

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Cromme-
lin}: The honourable member has flve
more minutes.

Mr. BICKERTON: Thank you, Sir. The
point I am making is that Goldman stuck
to his contract. A report was made by
Johnson at this stage saying that Gold-
men's actions on the station were shock-
ing; and a request was made to the Minis-
ter that he be given cerfain extensions of
time for payment, and a certain waiver of
fencing conditions. The Minister agreed;
and personally I must say that I agree with
the Minister. But the Minister who signed
his name to the minute was Stewart Bovell.
So, in the main, all these matters that have
been raised by the member for South Perth
are, indeed, fairly accurate.

Mr. Grayden: Nonsense!

Mr. BICKERTON: What the member
for South Perth forgot to do was to look at
the dates on the papers. The majority of
these matters were discovered afier the
change of Government. There is another
report here by Mr. Johnson—if the honour-
able member wants to keep quoting Mr.
Johnson—in which he suggests ways and
means by which the contract could be can-
celled in view of the behaviour of Mr.
Goldman. Mr. Johnson suggested four ways
by which the property eould be taken from
the man. But, of course, nothing was
done: indeed he received an extension of
six months in regard to his payments, and
the fencing condition was waived alto-
gether,

Mr. Hawke: No wonder the Government
does not want a Royal Commission.

Mr. BICKERTON: 1In fairness to the
present Minister, I point out that he acted

on the recommendations of the Under-.

Secretary, and I think they were fair
recommendations. I think what the Min-
ister did was the proper thing to do.

Mr. Bovell: I agreed to the transfer be-
cause Mr. Thom was a2 much better man, in
my opinioh, to conduct the station than
the other man.

Mr. BICKERTON: I have no doubt
about that. I am not saying that I dis-
agree with the Minister on the matter of
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the transfer. The Minister acted on the
recommendation of his under-secretary;
and although the member for South Perth
says that a Minister should not put any-
thing on to an adviser but should carry
the blame himself, the point I make is
that the greatest amount of information
of a departmental nature given in the
speech of the member for South Perth was
taken from a repolt by pastoral inspector
Johnson, submitted during the life of the
present Government, which saw fit to grant
certain conditions to Mr. Goldman. Again,
I think the Minister did the right thing.

Mr. Bavell:
Thom.

Mr. BICKERTON: If Mr. Goldman was
such & wicked chap and should have been
punished because of the terrible things the
member for South Perth said he did, the
present Government had the opportunity
to deal with him under the contract. But
the Government saw fit to allow him to
transfer the property and get out of it al-
together; and I agree with the Minister
that the fellow who has the property now
is probably the better bloke. I do not
know whether he is; but let us hope he is
not as bad as the other one.

Whether the member for South Perth
opposes any type of Royal Cominission be-
cause its findings might cut both ways, I
do not know; but the files prove, without
doubt, that the sale was made in all good
faith by the then Government on the
recommendations of men whom I have
never heard the member for South Perth
criticise. There were five men on the
investigation committee, and they recom-
mended the sale. The Land Board called
tenders and recommended the man who
was accepted. The board interviewed
this man and made oui the agreement
which was accepted by the Minister; and
all the rest of it came up after the change
of Gavernment; so that if the present
Government had wanted to do anything
about it, it could have done so then.

To faciliftate the transfer to

MR, KELLY (Merredin-Yiigarn) [4.59
pm.l: 1 desire to address myself to a
number of matters. the majority of which
have occwrred during the past 12 months.
Not all of these matters were referred to in
His Exceilency’'s Speech at the opening of
Parliament. T think, perhaps, the Gov-
ernmens might have found it convenient
to make little. if any, comment on a
number of them. I am quite certain the
Government is deserving of censule beeause
many actions it should have taken
have not heen taken and. in many ways,
it has been tardy in facing up to its repon-
sibility. It has also been slow to take
remedial action in a number of instances.

I think it can be said quite truthfully,
that it is only after pressure has been
applied in a specific case that the govern-
ment has taken any aetion at all. I say
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that because we have become accustomed
to the familiar pattern followed by the
Government whereby it makes a very rapid
announcement on anything that it con-
siders will bring it kudos. 'Therefore, in
regard to those actions that should have
been taken by the Government in the first
place, as it is its duty to do—although
sometimes the Government has overstepped
its duty—the Government has been spurred
on, on some occasions, to take action as a
result of pressure from the Press.

I sometimes wonder whether the Govern-
ment's inactivity in some spheres is due
to the fact that, almost entirely, it relies
on the advice tendered to it by commitiees.
No matter what problem arises, the Gov-
ernment immediately seeks the advice of a
committee and does not face up to its
responsibility in any way for the purpose
of sifting out the facts and obtaining a
satisfactory solution to the problem.
Rather, it looks to some other body—and
sometimes quite an independent body—

Mr. Nalder: That is very democratic, you
know.

Mr. KELLY: —to make a decision for
the Government, and the Government
then uses its prerogative as to whether it
accepts that advice. The principal factor
is that often it so happens that the ap-
pointment of a committee does relicve the
tension on the Government from a Press
paint of view on a specific problem in
hand; and, because of that, the Govern-
ment is able to procrastinate to some
degree; and then, finally, when the heat
is turned off and the Press is no longer
interested in the Government's action, we
find that a move has been made and a
decision reached.

The opinion has been formed—and it is
not only my opinion but that of many
others in this State—that this Government
will go down in history as being one of
the most committee-minded Governments
that has ever been in office in Western
Australia. I would not be the slishtest
bit surprised to flnd, one of these days,
that it had appointed a grand committee
to investigate the activities of all the other
committees that have been appointed.

I think we should look at some of the
facets of primary production and primary
industry generally because, in many in-
stances, the situation is far from reassur-
ing; and, in fact, there is every reason
for there being quite a deal of anxiety.
That concern and anxiety is widespread
among the producers of this State and
covers many aspects of primary produc-
tion. At the present time, of course, the
Government is extremely fortunate be-
cause of the favourable season this Staie
is enjoying. As a result, the Government
is able to enjoy, to some extent, a fair
amount of freedom from criticism that it
is due to receive.
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We all realise that when conditions are
good, producers become less conscious of
the problems which are ever-present in
their industry, whether it be the problem
of under-production or over-procduction, or
any other matter which requires their at-
tention. To some extent, of course, a good
season nullifies the need for a great deal
of worry. I feel that there is an absence
of security among many of our primary
producers, and also among those who are
engaged in the secondary industries, ex-
cept that the difficulties encountered in
secondary industries stem from another
souree,

I repeat, however, that there is definitely
an ahsence of security among those en-
gaged in primary industries. I do not
mean to say that the majority of pro-
ducers have not done reasonably well over
a period of years, because that is the case.
However, there is anxiety in the mind of
almost every producer in every branch of
primary industry at the present time. For
instance, if any member cares to examine
carefully the sale of properties over the
past few years he will find that during
that period more rural properties have
changed hands than ai any other time,
with the exception of the depression period.
There are a number of reasons for this
trend, and I am not going to say that the
Government is fotally responsible for that
circumstance, because such is not the case.
Nevertheless, many primary producers,
whether they are producing cereals, stock,
or wool, or are producing fruit, and so
on, have certain misglvings ahout the
future of their industry.

As a result of that, they are not very
contented; and because most country
properties in general in this State have
appreciated in value in the past ten years,
the owners have decided to sell at that
appreciated value, realising that a bird in
the hand is worth two in the bush. The
sale of such properties is a profitable
husiness for thaose engaged in them be-
cause of the relief they gain from certain
taxation. I know of several primary pro-
ducers in an area not very far from Perth
who are actually developing their proper-
ties on taxation rebates they are geting
from other legitimate businesses they are
carrying on. That seems to be the general

.pattern.

The point that I am making is that
many of these people who are selling their
properties are leaving them because of the
anxiety that is in their minds in regard
to the future, and those comments apply
to every section of primary industry, in-
cluding wheat, meat, or wool. I have
made & study of the headlines that have
appeared in the Press over the past 12
months or s¢ and I think a study of them
would convince members—if they have not
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viewed them from that aspect—that there
is a great deal for us {0 be concerned about
in regard to many of these industries.

Take wool, for instance. Whilst the
price of wool has appreciated a little
during recent times, the market is still far
from stable. Farmers have been called
upon to pay a great deal more—prac-
tically double—in the way of contributions
that are necessary to promote the sale of
wool. A large section of the waol pro-
ducers in Western Australia, right up to
the eleventh hour, opposed very sirongly
the contribution of this extra levy on
them because they were not happy about
the promotion given to the sale of wool.
They considered that the campaign was
not being conducted on & sound basls.
They realised that a great deal of the
capital which had been expended on the
waol promotion campaign had not brought
about the desired results.

Mr. Lewis: Do you think the increase
in the levy for wool is a good thing?

Mr. KELLY: At the right time I will
deal specifically with the set-up in rela-
fion to wool, I am dealing with wool
and do not intend to become embroiled
in any other discussion. ~All is not well
with wool at the present time.

[The Speaker (Mr. Hearman) resumed
the Chair.]

Over the past 13 years the wheat-
growers in this country have been given
security under the wheat stabilisation
plan. Many people say that 15s. 10d. a
bushel is far higher than we should be
paying for wheat. When we consider the
cost of preducing a loaf of bread, such
a claim might be made. The whole point
is that costs have risen very sharply in
the last few years, and the cost of pro-
ducing a hbushel of wheat has also in-
creased. I am not concerhed with whe-
ther or not the price is right, but with
the principle involved. The principle is
a guarantee to wheat-growers—100,000,000
bushels a year at a given price. That
was the form of stability introduced into
the industry.

The same principle could be applied
in the case of wool; and if those in high
places agreed, it would be possible to adopt
some similar scheme. That has been pos-
sible in the case of wheat, and the scheme
has proved to be very successful.

We are getting towards the stage of
the third five-year plan. I was a mem-
ber of the Commonwealth agricultural
committee when the previous five-year
plan was submitted. It required more
than two meetings of that agricultural
committee to reach a decision, bhecause
of the tardiness of the Commonwealth
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Government in making up its mind that .
a further five-year plan would be granted
to the wheat industry.

In recent times farming bhodies and
unions in various parts of the State have
been making inguiries through their
local branches about the future of wheat
production. They are dissatisfied because
no information from the Federal point of
view has been given., I have told those
who have spoken to me about this ques-
tion that they should get in fouch with
the State Government, to persuade it fo
throw its weight behind the scheme. Its
weight is necessary if we are fo get an
extension of the scheme for another five
yvears, in order to give stability to the
wheat industry,

Although the price is reasonable at pres-
ent, there is no security of tenure in
wheatgrowing—not until an announce-
ment is made by the Commonwealth
to extend the scheme. The Government
of this State should be pressing forward
with the attitude it has adopted, and its
desire for the present agreement to be re-
negotiated. ’

Turning to the production of timber, I
do not intend to develop anhy set ideas;
but when we look at the recent headlines
in the newspapers we become aware of
strife in the industry. On the 23rd
March last we found timber men plead-
ing for aid. Those people do not plead
unless there is good reason. On the 21st
April the ‘headlines stated that timbher
men had lost their plea for a tariff. They
had asked for the industry fto be placed
on a hetter basis. I did not see the State
Government entering into any negotia-
tions to help them,

On the 27th April another headline
stated there was pressure on the Govern-
ment to aid timber men; again, on the
5th May another headline stated that the
Government refusal disturbed the timber
men, -Here is another industry which
has not received any aid from the Gov-
ernment—a Government which calls it-
self a representative of the primary pro-
ducers.

Before I turn fo the tobacco-growing
industry I want to deal with the condi-
tions in the dairying industry. At pres-
ent there is a lull in the anxiety of dairy-
men because they are expecting fo re-
ceive something as a result of the report
and recommendations of the Government
committee inquiring into the industry.
Members of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment have visited this State and made
certain statements. We all know there
is an examination into the industry tak-
ing place. If I were a betting man I
would be prepared to wager that little, if
anything, will result from the deliberg-
tions of that Commonwealth committee,
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It will be left again to this State to ex-
tex:d, in all probability, the circumstances
instituted by the Labor Government in
an effort to place the dairying industry
on & better footing than it has experi-
ented over a number of years.

Those of us who live in goldmining areas
realise tnat the goldmining industry is
struggling. I do not see anything spectacu-
lar in the action of the State Government
to aid the goldmining industry; and the
Commonwealth Government has done
little in the matter. A great deal of pres-
sure had to be put on the Commonwealth
Government to induce it to include in the
Budget an election bait in order to counter
the claim that the Government had done
nothing at all. The Commonwealth Gov-
erninent did see fit to extend a small
amount of assistance fo small gold pro-
ducers, and that is the only assistance
which has been given.

What about prospecting schemes and
their encouragement? That is one way
to keep the industry on its feet, particu-
larly where the asset discovered is a wast-
ing asset. Unless there is a very large
and well experienced team of prospectors
in the field, new discoveries are not likely
to be made; nor will new areas be brought
into production. This industry has re-
ceived scant atfention from the present
Government, except by way of extension
of assistance to some mines, such as the
Sons of Gwalia, which were extensively
aszisted during the regime of the Hawke
Government.

We find that the apple growers of this
State are in distress, although apples over
a period of years have been quite dear.
We find that the growers are not getting
enough, and they are asking for the ap-
pointment of a board. They want some
protection, and they want security for
their future.

We find that the future for lamb ex-
ports has received quite 2 tingle in recent
times. The producers must be in good
heart, because the very first shipment of
Jamb brought less than was anticipated,
and the Government provided a subsidy
on the export of lamb. How long will
that subsidy last? That is a question
which this State will have to consider,
because here we have a humber of pro-
ducers solely engaged in the rearing of
lambs for the overseas market. No doubt
in the past the price realised gave the
producer reasonable compensation for the
capital outlayed and for the labour in-
volved in the rearing of prime lambs; but
prices have fallen.

We can also examine the position of
the meat market, Here again a fine pic-
ture cannot be painted. There are in-
herent difficulties in the industry and they
are increasing. The overseas market is
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becoming mote selective; therefore, the
producers are getting anxious and con-
cerned as to the outlook in the future

It is not long ago since the Press was
full of reference to, and we on this side
of the House were receiving quite a lot of
cirticism in regard to war service land
settlement{. Even now war service land
settlement is not on a very firm footing;
but more about that presently,

I now come to something which is ol
vital concern to the whale primary-pro-
ducing industry. I speak of the rura
water scheme. I think two application:
have been made for an extension of thi:
scheme in the State. However, apparenth
the Government censiders that the Com-
monwealth must bhe treated with Kkic
gloves and must not be offended becaust
of other things that this Government ha:
in mind. Therefore, a determined appii-
cation—one that has some body and sub:
stance bshind it, and one that covers area:
of low rainfall and where a comprehensive
scheme is deserved—has not been made
The applications that have been made my
to the present time have received scant
attention. Nothing seems to have beer
put forward that would appeal to ths
Commonwealth, or that would approack
the type of agreement that was enterec
into on a previous occasion.

I now wish to speak of another matte
concerning the agricultural industry.,
refer to copper for agricultural purposes
At this stage let me say that the whol
of the people concerned, particularly thos
who were denied supplies on this oceca
sion, are very disappointed that the Min
ister and the Government have no
achieved anything in regard to the coppe:
shortage. I say that the growers of West
ern Australia have had a raw deal. 1 sa)
this because it is well known to the officer:
of the Department of Apgriculture and th
Minister that copper is an important ad
junct to this industry. And yet we fin
that very little has been achieved over :
period of time.

Mr. Nalder: If the honourable membe
had been representing his people w
would have heard something about it a
the time. He was remarkably quiet.

Mr. KELLY: The Minister cannot us
that as an excuse, as he is sitting in th
box seat and I am not. Had I been sit
ting in the boxX seai{ there iz an avenuw
I could have exploited very thoroughly.

Mr. Nalder: You should have take
action immediately.
Mr. KELLY: I told the Minister i

March there was a shortage of super,
° Mr. Nalder: Not a shortage of super.

Mr. KELLY: I am speaking of coppel
The question of super has not entered m
discussion. T am speaking of copperise
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super, and the Minister knows that full
well; and he knows that the possibility of
a shortage was brought te his attention
in March.

Mr. Nalder: Immediate action was
taken.

Mr. KELLY: Nothing a{ all was done,.

7‘Mr. Lewis: What did you do about
it?

Mr, KELLY: It was the Minister's pre-
rogative to do something.

Mr. Nalder: Don’t you think you fell
down in your duty?

Mr. KELLY: No, because very little

copper-impregnated super is used in my

area. I am speaking colleciively for all
the users of this copper-impregnated
super. Apparently the Minister does not

have the same concern.

Mr. Nalder: You should have done
something.
Mr. KELLY: T will deirelop my story,

and the Minister will realise what I have
done. The shortage was well known within
the industry; and, as I said before, well
known to the Minister. REarlier in this
session I asked some questions of the
Minister for Agriculture, and the replies
I received were gems, showing the Min-
ister’s total disregard. I first asked the
Minister at what date he became
aware that a severe shortage existed of
copper-impregnated superphosphate. He
repiied, “Early April.” However, there was
a statement in the Press which made it
evident that the Minister knew in March.
But he tells me it was April, in his reply
to my simply-worded question.

On his own admission he knew in early
April, yet it took until the second week
in May before he made any move at all.
The Minister and his colleagues would
have jumped into the Press if they had
anything worth while te publish. The Press
statement, to which I previously referred,
was published before the Minister realised
how serious the position was. My second
question was:

(2) Did he realise that by neglecting
to rectify the shortage immedi-
ately it became apparent, and
by adopting the attitude that
farmers unable to obtain require-
ments for use on copper deficient
lands should make the best of
growing alternative crops, he
handed primary producers a dis-
tinct disservice?

Those were his own words. I know he
made that statement, because I read it
in the Press. I also read where his state-
ment was condemned and criticised by
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people in the industry. The Minister’s
reply to my question in part was as fol-
lows:—

It is not the prerogative of the Gov-
ernment either to arrange or supply
any fertiliser. As soon as the short-
age became known, action was taken
to encourage suppliers to import any
alternative copper fertilisers avail-
able.

That shows a total disregard for the
people who required superphosphate with
a copper content, as the Minister knows
full well that the c¢ost would be around
£200 or £300 per ton more for the im-
ported article. That was the advice the
Minister gave to the disapppinted people,
many of whom are living on a shoe-string
because, in many cases, they are en-
deavouring to successfully develop light
land and bring it into early production.
The second part of the answer was as
follows:—

Advice given to farmers to avoid
growing crops which would fail if cop-
per fertilisers were not available can-
not be considered a disservice.

1 ask wyou, Mr. Speaker: What is a
farmer to do if he has made his plans
and the country on which he has setiled
is only suitable for the growing of certain
cereals or certain pastures? What is he
to grow? If that land is deficient in cop-
per, zing, or any other mineral, it is ob-
vious what he has to put into the soil.
It is useless for the Minister to tell those
people to grow aliernative crops. I think
he fell down badly in his job by not taking
action long before he did,

On the 5th July the Premier, who was
in the north-west at the time, made an
announcement that a committee wotld bhe
appointed. I am wrong there—the com-
mittee was appointed; and it comprised
very good personnel. There is no doubt
in my mind that the deliberations of that
committee will be as wide as the Govern-
ment will permit. However, if the
Government has restricted the channels
through whiceh this committee can explore,
then the results will be of little use, de-
spite the fact that the calibre of the men
who comprise the committee is quite good.

As I said earlier, it took the Minister
three months te take any action in this
matter, Whether it was his recommen-
dation to the Premier which is responsible
for 2 committee being appointed I do not
know, Last week I asked the Premier the
following question:—

As the effectual use of copper im-
pregnated superphosphate is increas-
ing at a fast rate, does he not con-
sider that the introduction of an
incentive subsidy on the production of
low-grade copper ores would greatly
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increase available supplies of oxide
copper and thus ensure adequate sup-
plies of copper superphosphate to
primary producers?

1 think I may have made a mistake in
framing that question by using the words
“low-grade copper ores.” The Premier
used that point to pounce on when making
his reply, which was virtually valueless.
He does not give the industry any help at
all and it definitely needs some incentive.

Mr. Nalder: He answered the question
you asked. He could not read into a ques-
tion something that was not there,

Mr. KELLY: The present Government
has become quite adept at avoiding
answering most of the questions it is asked.
Unless we obtain a copy of Webster’s Dic-
tionary to make sure of the wording we
want to use, we do not get any answers
from the present Government. ‘That
applies to practically everything. I think
it is regarding as suspect every question
asked of it. It thinks there is a nigger in
the woodpile. Most of the guestions are
designed with the intention of obtaining
information; and surely the peaple of the
State are entitled to any information they
desire. One of the ways they have of
gaining this information is through their
local members.

Mr. Tonkin: Have you ever tried asking
the Minister for Police a guestion?

Mr. KELLY: I have heard some of his
evasive replies. It has not been my lot to
ask him a question yet.

Mr. Tonkin: Don’t waste your time,

Mr, KELLY: The Premier finally said
that an increase in the proportion of low-
grade ores was not desirable, Why is it
not desirgble? In a question I asked the
Minister earlier this year I intimated that
50 per cent. of the copper-impregnated
superphosphate requirements could not be
supplied; and the Minister corrected me
and said that 70 per cent. of the require-
ments had been met. Of course the Minis-
ter was basing his reply on last year’s
fizures and not on the current require-
ments at all.

Mr. Nalder: It was on the current orders.

Mr. KELLY: The Minisier knows as well
as I do that a number of the farmers do
noft put in a firm order. They make in-
quiries as to the availability of the super;
ang if they find that there is plenty, they
do not bother to place an order. If they
discover there is a shortage. a lot will then
place an order immediately. If 2 farmer
goes to a counter of any of the superphos-
phate firms and asks for 5, 10, or 15 tons
of copper-impregnated super the clerk
endeavours to discourage him—in fact he
has heen instructed to do so—because he
knows very well that there is a short sup-
ply. Of course most of them who find

that is so, say, “Oh well, we had better
have the plain super”; and a lot have
thrown down the drain the advantage they
would have received if they had been able
to obtain the copper-impregnated super.
Not only have they lost the nutrition that
would have been supplied hy the better
super, but they have lost 12 months of
production; and that is a very serious loss
to this State.

I suggested to the Premier that payment
of an incentive subsidy was one way of
overcoming the shortage, which T claim
was nearer 50 per cent. than 30 per cent.
and I claim that because many of the
orders would never have been recorded. I
know that one firm did not have any at
all early in the season. Another was rea-
sonably well stocked for its old customers
hut not for any new ones,

Mr. Nalder: One firm fulfilled the total
orders it had.

Mr. KELLY: It did; but it was not happy
about taking orders for 20 tons if it could
persuade the customer that 10 would do.

Mr. Nalder: It fulfilled every order.

Mr. KELLY: I know what it did because
I had quite a lot to do with that particu-
lar eompany, and I know that it was not
encouraging any farmer to take more than
was ahsolutely necessary for him o scrape
through. No doubt that particular firm
was in a better position than other firms
However, it is no good for customers whe
have dealt with a particular company foi
years, to go cap in hand to another com-
pany for assistance when their own firm
does not have the super.

Mr. Bovell: If one company could main-
tain its orders the others should hawe
been able to do so also.

Mr. KELLY: They should have been ir
that position; but I think we should ask
the Minister—

Mr. Nalder: He is trying to blame the
Government.

Mr. KELLY: If the Minister for Agri.
culture had bheen sincere in his outlook
knowing full well that the supplies o
copper-impregnated superphosphate woule
in all probability be insufficient for the
coming year—

Myr. Nalder:
taken.

Mr. KELLY: The statements we haw
heard in recent times do not prove tha
to be correct. The Minister has taker
action all right; but it is only an alterna.
tive, and that is to supply cobper
impregnated super in which has been use«
imported copper rather than our own
That is the point I am harping on. W
should not use one ounce of importe:
copper when we have so0 much of ou

Prompt action has beet
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own waiting to be utilised. A concerted
effort should be made by the Govern-
ment to ensure that not only do we have
enough for the current seasen but also
enough for a year or two ahead.

Mr. Hawke: Hear, hear!

Mr. KELLY: If we are going to have
difficulties such as the mines closing and
roads becoming impassable, we should have
a stock in hand. Copper areas should be
very vigarously examined because this is a
very dire need, not only on account of the
current, situation which has developed, but
also because of the future copper-
impregnated super requirements. This
same position could easily arise again if we
do not have a stockpile ready. The Min-
ister has said that remedial action has
been taken. That is merely a miserable
alternative—the line of least resistance to
get him out of the difficulty for the present.

" Mr. Nalder: Submit something construc-
tive, and we may listen.

Mr. KELLY: There are many places
where copper can be found; but because
of a lack of market in earlier times very
little has been done with it. I could name
places I personally know, such as Bange-
mali where gold production had to be
stopped because, for one reason, the cop-
per content interfered with the extraction,
and the percentage of gold recovered was
not good enough; and, for another reason,
too many hands were dipping into it be-
fore the owners had a say. I think the
second one was a rather important reason;
but mnevertheless the copper is there.
and this place is only 200 miles east of
Carnarvon. However, we cannot rely on
the small prospectors to go to places like
that if they have no guarantee that the
Government is going to do anything about
the copper when they get if.

There is Marda, where there is a report
that certain workings have returned very
good results from a copper point of view.
If my memory serves me rightly—I have
not cheeked this in recent times—I under-
stand that 14 per cent. was the amount
of copper removed from that place.

A little further to the north are the
Die Hardy ranges, where, again, a number
of copper deposits were found during the
search for gold. During the period when
gold was being sought, copper was found:
but there was no use for the copper at
that time in the agricultural industry. The
whole of the copper deposits being worked
then were confined to Raventhsthorpe,
where a plant had been operating on a
very big scale and the extractions were
reasonably good. The amount of copper
recovered was able to be sold overseas.

The picture today is quite different.
Requirements are now higher for the State.
It is not satisfactory to take the line of
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least desistance and to buy copper from
the Eastern States. The difference be-
tween the amount paid for the importation
ci copper from the Eastern States and
copper produced locally could be spent in
assisting those who would be prepared to
g0 out and lock for deposits.

Mr. Nalder: I think you should know
thiat all copper depesits are not suitable
for superphosphate.

Mr. KELLY: I know that. But what
must we do in order to find out the extent
of our copper deposits in these areas? The
Minister should get down to & continuity of
supply from the people he represents as
Minister for Agriculture. But he has done
nothing gbout thai up to the present time.
All he has done is to say. “Get on to
alternative crops; do hot grow crops that
require copper, hecause we are short. We
ara going to have a heavy demand for
copper next year, and we are going to make
certain that you get some super. We are
going to buy some from the Eastern States.”
But was that the right action? No; of
course it is mot! 1In fact, it was inaction.

This matter of copper superphosphate is
a serious one for this State. The only
alternative the Minister has put forward at
the present moment is the importation of
erystallised-impregnated  superphosphate
at £514 per ton, to ensure that we have
enough stocks for next year., 'The added
cost alone to very many producers is quite
considerable. Some are using up to 150 to
200 tens of this copper-impregnated super-
rhosphate. ‘

Mr. Nalder: What is it going to amount
b

Mr. KELLY: It will amount to roughly
42s. bd. per ton—that is, £2 2s. 5d., to my
reckoning—and if one is buying 200 fons,
there is £400 extra going in super. Would
it not be better for the Government to use
its endeavours to obtain copper ore locally?
We are getting copper from Marble Bar.
We are not getting much from Ravens-
thorpe, and there is a field there of copper
deposits which eould be very useful.: This
copper has been put on the ground in its
direct form for years, and with most suc-
cessful results. The Weir brothers are
supplying farmers within a radius of 40
to 50 miles with as much copper as they
can produce. Why does not the Govern-
ment supply those people? There are
copper fields in other parts of the State
which should be exploited if we are to get
the position on the right basis.

It &. wrong that farmers should pay a
terrific price for superphosphate, without
the Government putting in all the addi-
tives. Where additives are necessary the
extra cost is the last straw that is breaking
the camel’s back, There are many members
in this House who are not connected with



580

the agricultural. industry and would be
totally unaware of the prices charged for
superphosphate.

Mr. Nalder: It is cheaper now than it has
been for many years.

Mr. KELLY: That has nothing to do with
it. That is no exXcuse. I know it has gone
down from roughly £15 a ton for plain super
in bag form to the price it is now; namely,
£10 8s. 6d. hulk. Sold in bags it costs
£10 18s. But that does not assist the man
who is strugeling to develop the land.
Almost every day we hear the Minister
for Lands boasting of the acres of land he
is dishing out each year—these large areas
of country that are being opened up. But
it is of no assistance to farmers—those in
the struegling stage—who are hampered
because they cannot get sufficient super.
When they have to use, as they are now
using, a good deal of lower-grade copper
superphosphate, it is almost impossible for
thelr(n to make the progress they should
make.

Anything in the way of a reduction is a
help, but it does not go very far along the
road if the farmer has £50-worth of
expense and only £20 to meet that ex-
pense.

Mr. Hawke: It is all right for those
wealthy Country Party farmers on the
other side of the House. .

Mr. KELLY: Farmers are having to
restrict their operations, and that is a
very serious matter in this State at the
present time.

I said T would mention the amounts
charged for superphosphate at present.
‘They are: Superphosphate, straight
bulk, £10 8s.6d.; super-copper and zinc,
£18 2s. per ton; super and copper ore,
£16 19s.6d.; and, finally, super and cop-~
per sulphate, £20 3s. per ton. I quote
those figures to show the great disparity
between ordinary super and the impreg-
nated copper superphosphate; and for the
Minister t¢ say that on top of these
figures—this is based on logcal production
—it i85 no further hardship to add an-
other 42s. 5d.—

Mr. Nalder:
the sort.

I did not say anything of
¥You are dreaming. Wake up!

Mr. KELLY: The Minister said that in
reply to a question I asked him.

Mr. Nailder: I did not say anything of
the sort. .
Mr. KELLY: Yeés you did. I have it

here. The Minister is not facing up to
the position. He Enows very well that if
we were able to get the required quantity
of copper-impregnated superphosphate we
would be able to develop many more acres
effectively. I{ is not simply a matter of
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putting superphosphate into the ground;
it is the amount of copper superphosphate
which has to be used in this type of
country if we are to get results.

Mr. Hawke: Quite right!

-Mr. KELLY: The Minister said that in
the coming season—and this is the part
he denied a moment ago—arrangements
had been made for manufacturers to sup-
plement their copper ore supplies with
imported crystallised impregnated copper
sulphate to meet demands—

Mr. Nalder: If it is necessary.

Mr. KELLY: —at £514 per ton. But
the Minjster takes no remedial action to
improve the supplies that already exist.

Mr. Nalder: That is not so. You want
to wake up.
Mr. KELLY: I am perfectly awake. 1

am as much awake as the Minister; and
I have my finger on the pulse of the
sttuation more than the Minister, because
he is doing nothing about it. I feel thab
the survey that the Minister has made up
to the present time iz not satisfactory,
and the sooner he increases the stocks
and gets a proper determination of the
position the hetter it will be; because it
is useless for him to sit back in his chair
and say that he has done something about
it.

1 think this attitude of leaving producers
in the lap of the gods—and that is what
it really means—where costs are con-
cerned, is @ completely wrong approach.
The Minister may have sufficient for next
year, but that is not good enough. He
cannot bank on a sufficiency for next
year, hecause he is not banking on a sure
supply for this year, and he has naot
taken into account the added amount that
will be required to bring more new land
into production next year. Those are facts
to which the Minister must give some
sericus thaought if the position is to be
overcome.

Another matter on which I think the
Minister has done a very poor job—un-
doubtedly he will say that he has done a
good job—was one dealt with very fully
by the member for Warren: I refer to the
tobacco-growing industry. There, I think,
we have one of the most disturbing out-
looks that any industry in this State has
peen faced with in recent years, even in-
cluding the weolgrowers and the wheat-
growers and ather primary producers who
have been really up against it at various
times. The tobacco-growing industry is a
relatively small cne and everything pos-
sible should be done to help it. At preseni
growers are faced with low prices and a
high percentage of unsold leaf. .
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My. Nalder: If you have the answer fo
it we would be pleased to hear it; and I
am sure the member for Warren -would,
too,

Mr. KELLY: This industry is facing
many difficulties at present and the Min-
ister will have to do a lot more than he
has done up to date. The growers are
powerless to do anything about it them-
selves: they are definitely powerless to do
anything. The majority of them have
been living a hand-to-mouth existence
and receiving very little over and above
their immediate reguirements in the way
of remuneration for the leaf they have
grown. Previously they have not had
much surplus lezaf, but today they are in
a worse posifion than they have ever
heen; they are faced with the alternative
of getting off because the market is no
good.

As I go along I will analyse what the
market really means and what has irans-
pired up to date. Neither the State Gov-
ernment nor the Commonwealth Govern-
ment appears to have achieved anything
so far, and no relief has been given fo the
growers other than a certain amount of
sympathy. Where that gets a tobacco
grower with a hungry family and certain
commitments, when he is wanting cash,
I do not know. There has been no attempt
' by either Government to solve the prob-
lem which exists today. Certainly there
has been an inerease in the amount of
tobacco produced in Australia.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
The honourable member has another five
minutes.

Mr. Nalder: The grass is growing; it's all
right. .

Mr. KELLY: The Minister is not put-
ting anything into the mouths of the
people engaged in the tobacco industry.
They are the ones who are in difficulties,
and will continue to be in difficulties the
way things are going, because they can-
not eat grass, and apparently they can-
nol eat tobacco either.

In May of this year the Interstate Tobh-
aceo Growers’ Association had a confer-
ence in Brisbane; and, at the time, it was
recognised that a erisis was developing.
As a matter of fact, it had developed; and
the crisis, as far as they were coneerned,
was that in most cases their prices had
]séumped to an average of about 117d. per

They asked the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to do something about it; but what
did that Government do? It decided to
go to several of the big manufacturers, and
it said, “Look, you boys, you have been
using a certain percentage of Australian
tobacco leaf; granted. It is dearer than
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the overseas product you are ahle to bring
in, and we are going to give you this crop
on more ar less the same basis as you
have had it in the past, s¢ far as the
percentage of local leaf is concerned; buf
in future you will have to step up the .
percentage of Ausiralian leaf.”

The Commonwealth set a deadline and
set the percentage at 45 per cent. I think.
That was the position the Government was
prepared to accept, and that was all it did
about giving the growers some relief. The
case was presented at the time through
the Tobacco Growers’ Council, and its
members made the recommendation that
something be done about the percentage
of tobacco leaf that was to be used. On
the 8th July the Commonwealth Govern-
ment told the manufacturers that it would
not; teclerate usable leaf remaining un-
sold. That was a definite statement and
one I think that met with the approbation
of most pecple, because they recognised
that the only salvation of this industry
was the sale of the leaf on a reasonably
satisfactory basis.

But notwithstanding that statement from
the Government, and even before the ap-
plication of the higher percentage, for,
trumped-up reasons — and I repeat
“trumped-up treasons” because something
apparently developed in the minds of the
manufacturers — the position changed to
one. which did not bear a great deal of
resemblance to the actual supply and de-
mand. The point is that it is much easier
to buy Virginian leaf at about half the
price of the Australian leaf, and use a
bigger guantity of the overseas product.
The manufacturers are not concerned
about the Australian growers; they do not
care two hoots whether the industry is a
successful one or not; whether it is just
struggling along, or whether it can be
extended and improved by increasing the
percentage of Australian leaf wused in
manufacturing.

The review committee that the Govern-
ment appointed—I think we had an ex-
ample of it entering into the Western Aus-
tralian discussions in recent times—could
do no more than say, apparently on Gov-
ernment instructions, that it would go to
the States where markets were being held.
It went to South Australin and finally
came here. But all it could do was to
make recommendations; and where does
that get the producer? Where does it get
the man who is sitting in Manjimup or
in Queensland? He has no assurance that
his crop will even be sold.

As I said earlier, 80 per cent. of the
crop there was sold at about 117d. per
1b.; but what aboui the Western Australian
growers? What have they got? The
Western Australian crop, I admit, is only
a small percentage of the total amount
produced in Australia, but the position at
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present is that the local growers have a
tremendous amount of unsold leaf, prob-
ably in the vicinity of about 50 per cent.
of the entire crop, and for the leaf sold
I doubt whether the average would have
" been over 60d. per 1b.

The position is that these producers are
on the bread-and-butter line; they have
a product which they cannot sell. And
what has the Minister done about it? Has
he given them any assurance that he will
help them? Has he done anything about
putting them in an easier frame of mind?
Has he given them any definite undertak-
ing that he will help them? No; of course
not! 'The Minister is still sitting back
waliting for the report of the committee of
review. That committee has been given
the job of reviewing the position and re-
porting to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment on what the circumstances will be
after the sale; but they already knew it
would be a flop.

Mr. Watts: Why are you asking ques-
ti(i?s when you are answering them your-
self? .

Mr. KELLY: The Minister and-the Gov-
ernment are still dithering about. What
has the Minister done?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
T_hedhonourable member’s time has ex-~
pired.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Mr. Speaker, in view
of the gravity of the position in which
the tobacco growers in this State find
themselves—

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Is this
a point of order?

Mr. ROWBERRY: 1 am moving that
the honourable membhber’s time be extended.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member cannot make a speech
an jt. . .

Extension of Time

Mr. ROWBERRY: I move—

That the honourable member’s time
be extended. ’

Motion put and a division takem with
the following result:—

Ayes—16.

Mr. Bickerton Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Brady Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Curran Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Rowherry
Mr. Graham Mr. Bewell
Mr, Hall Mr. Toms
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kelly Mr. Norton

{Teller.)
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Noes—20.
Mr. Bovell Mr. Ralder
Mr, Cornell Mr. Nimmo
Mr, Crommelin Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Grayden Mr, O'Nell
Mr, Guthrie Mr. Owen
Dr. Hettn Mr. Perkins
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. Roberts
Mr. Lewis Mr., Watts
Mr. W, A. Manning Mr. Wild
SIr Ross McLarty Mr. 1. W. Manning
{Teller.)
Patrs.

Ayes. Noes.
Mr, W. Hegney Mr. Brand
Mr. Moir Mr. Court
Mr. Evans Mr. Burt
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Mann
Mr. Jamieson Mr. Craig

Majority against—d4.
Motion thus negatived.
Debate Resumed

MR. LEWIS (Moore) (63 pm.l: I
move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes—20.
Mr. Bovell Mr. Nalder
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nlmmo
Mr. Crommelin Mr. O'Connor
Mr, Grayden Mr, O'Nell
Mr. Guthrie Mr, Owen
Dr. Henn Mr. Perkins
Mr. Hutchlinson Mr. Roberts
Mr. Lewis Mr. Watts
Mr, W. A. Manning Mr. Wild
8ir ‘Ross McLarty Mr. I. W. l.lannrl?:'ze tor.}
Noes—117.
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Brady ’ Mr. Oldfield
+ Mr. Curran Mr. Rhatigan
Mr, Fletcher Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Graham . Mr. Sewell
Mr. Hall Mr. Toms
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin
My, Eelly Mr. May
Mr. Norton {Teller.)
Paira.
Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Brand Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Court Mr. Moir
Mr. Burt Mtr. Evans
Mr. Mann Mr, J. Hegney
Mr. Cralg Mr. Jamlesen

Majority for—3.

Motion thus passed.

House adjourned at 6.6 p.m.



